788

pared to back up their monopoly with
money- [ have a sample of their propa-
£anda, of which I suppose every member has
received a copy. Fortunately my Bill was in
print before 1 went to the Eastern States.
I hope members will support me in my en-
deavour to clean up a pernicious evil that
should have heen attacked long ago. 1
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.7 p.om,

Legislative Hsgembly,
Wednesday, 14th Sepiember, 1938.
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The PREMIER peplied: Full information
rezarding the population of the State ix con-
tained in pages 16 to 20 inelusive of the
Pocket Year Book which is supplied to all
members. In case the member for Albany
lias not received his copy, or has inadver-
tently mislaid it, T attach one for hix use.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, DENMARK-
NORNALUP,

Transport Board's Repart as to Closure.

Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Works:
1, Has the Transport Board finished its re-
port on the elosure of the Denmark-Nornalup
railway ? 2, If so, will he make the report
public?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, The report is now heing eon-
sidered by the Government.

QUESTION-—PRISON REFORM.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, Has the
Chirf Secrvetary detailed advice of the recent
prison reforms effected in Britain? 2, Is
any similar action contemplated locally?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
phied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES.
Reduction of Golifields Pumping Cost,

Hon. N. KEENAXN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: 1, Is it a fact that in the
Goldfields Water Supply scheme water i=
pumped to a height which is subsequently
lost by gravitation, necessifating repumpinz
of the same water? 2, Has he been
approached by Mr, Nat Harper regarding
the desirability of redneing the ecost of
pumping by deereasing the number of pump-
ing stations and eliminating the loss of
pressure due to gravity?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1, No. 2, Not fo my reeol-
lection.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice and
read a first time.



114 Seprevser, 1948.) 780

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, State Government Insurance Office.
2, Mullewa Road Board Loan Rate.
Transmitted to the Counecil.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 31st August,

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
F. ¢. L Smith—Brown Hill-Ivanhoee)
[4.37]: This measure should have the sup-
port of every member. It proposes to
amend Section 126 of the Local Courts Aet
dealing with the goods a bailiff may seize
unnder warrant of execution, and cause to be
sold in pursuance thereof. This provision
has.been in the Act since 1904, The Aect is
rather an ancient one, and may be said to
bear upen it the polish of antiquity. The
section in question provides for the protec-
tion of certain property against seizure
by a bailiff. The hon. member who intro-
duced the Bill desires to nrotest it in a
more liberal fashion. In respeet of wearing
apparel—exempted under the Act—the
Bill effects no alteration. The present Act
provides that a debtor’s wearing apparel
shall be protected to the extent of a value
of £5, to a similar value on account of hig
wife's apparel, and to a value of £2 on
account of each other dependent member
of his family. Under the present Act bed-
ding and a few tools of ftrade are also
given proteetion. The sponsor of the Bill
desires to extend that protection to furni-
ture, which T think members will agree is
desirable; to some household appliances,
which is also essential, and, further, to in-
crease the value of the tools of trade in
respeet of which protection will be pro-
vided. The value of the bedding that is
now protected under the Act is £3, with
an additional £1 worth for each member of
the family, while implements of trade to
the value of £5 are also protected. That is
a niggardly provision that mnst have
cansed a great deal of hardship for those
so unfortunatelv placed as to have orders
of the court issued against them in the
laeal court, as a rvesult of which warrants
of execution have been granted. The mem-
her for Canning, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, pointed ont that similar
Acts in the Eastern States contained pro-

visions that were much more liberal, and it
will be agreed that the alterations sought
in the Bill are not over-liberal. The hon.
member drew attention to the fact that a
sewing machine might be worth mueh more
than £5. Such a machine could not be pur-
chased to-day for less than £26.

Mr. Sampson: Yes, it wonld cost that at
least,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: When
I was a boy in Victoria, a bailiff could not
seize a sewing machine under a warrant
of execution, and therefore it will be seen
that protection was afforded many years
ago. The proposal in the Bill is to extend
the value of furniture and appliances that
will be protected to £23, and that inereased
value will alse apply to tools of trade,
Members will agree that debtors who have
to face sueh adverse cireumstances, should
be left with something more than bedding.
They require some household furniture and
appliances that are essential for reasonable
existence. A strong case can be made out
in favour of inereasing the value of tonls
of trade that will he afforded protection, A
carpenter, for instance, eould not possibly
continue in his voeation with tools of trade
valned at £5 only. There are many trades-
men who have to provide their own tools in
order to seenre employment, and they
would be faeed with much the same diffi-
eulty. The value of tools necessary for
those tradesmen to c¢ontinue in employment
would represent much more than £5, and
£25 would not represent an over-estimate
of their value. If the tradesmen’s tools
were seized under an execotion of warrant,
he would find himself not only deprived of
those tools but econfronted with the neeces-
sitv to replace them hefore he could secure
further employment, The Bill submitted
by the member for Canning is worthy of
support because it will have the effect of
protecting the bare necessities of a house-
hold and the tools of trade with which a
debtor may earn his living, I support the
seeond Teading of the Bill.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [446]: I
agree entively with the sentiments expressed
by the Minister for Justice. T consider, as
he does, that the object of the Act is really
to check up on those individuals who may
choose fo exereise their rights under this
antiquated legisiation. 1In the majority of
instances, any creditor with a sense of rea-
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sonableness and of justice as between indi-
viduals, would net be affected by the restric-
tions imposed by the amending legislation.
Every now and again some less generous in-
dividual displays no consideration whatever
for the interests of the debtor and his de-
pendants and eauses hardships sueh as have
heen indieated. Yor the reasons given by
the Minister, all of which I regard as per-
feetly worthy of condorscment, I consider
every member can, with justice, support the
second reading of the Bill. It will represent
an ast of equity in the interests of the com-
munity respeeting whom it is our duty to
Pass laws that shall be applicable with due
consideration to the rights of all concerned.
I support the sccond reading of the Bill and
trust it will have a speedy passage through
the Chamber.

Quostion put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

In Commitice.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3lst August.

MR. WATTS (Katanming) [+52]: I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, which is
divided infto two parts, one velating to the
eonditions that should govern the issue and
distribution of a prospeetus on a proposed
flotation of a company; and the other relat-
ing to the prohibition of canvassing shares
from place to place, or from honse to house.
As to the first part, no objection can be
taken by any reasonable person. For a long
time past, the need bas been felt for some
tightening up of the law with respect to the
canvassing of shares, especially by foreign
ecompanies, with which the Bill sceks prinei-
pally to deal. A hetter opportunity should
be given to people who are desirons of in-
vesting their money in companies of know-
ing exactly the nature of the business pro-
posed to be carried on by the company and
what its financial obligations are by agree-
ment ov otherwise, so that there may be no
possible doubt as to the bona fides of the

© tightest
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company. I do not intend to dwell on that
parg of the Bill, because no exception should
be taken to if by any reasonable person.

With regard to the part of the Bill which
proposes to restriet eanvassing from house
to house, I submit the need for some amend-
ment of the measure is evident if we are to
accept that principle. It may be said that
the prevention of shave-hawking is ahbso-
lutely neeessary. T recognise that unre-
stricted sharc-hawking is liable to and does
injure people who invest their money in
companies. We had before us last year the
report of a select committee which inguired
into affairs of a certain company and the
veport convineed us, beyond any shadow of
doubt, that some companics sceking to do
business in this State ought to have the
rein  kept wupon them. Other
companies liave, however, heen floated in
this State, the capital being subseribed
Incally. To give an example at 2 moment'’s
notice of such a ¢ompany is not easy, parti-
cularly an example of 2 company carrying on
a large business: but I have in mind at pre-
sent n eompany that would never have been
floated and would not have been able to earry
on its business as successfully as it has dur-
ing the past 10 vears, had those interested in
its promation, as well as in the progress of
the town and distriet, heen prevented from
eanvassing the shares so as to obtain an
amount sullicient fo o to allotment. I refer
particularly to the Katanning Flour Mills,
Ltd. I know of other companies in country
districts and in the mebropolitan area that
have heen floated privately by people with
the hest intentions, and with no idea of de-
frauding or injuring investors. The propo-
sals have had to be explained to the various
investors hefore their support could be aob-
tained, and very often individual investors
subseribed but a small amount of the capital.
I know sufficient about the company to which
I have referred to be able to say that had
the shares not been canvassed, the chances
ave that the company would never have come
into existence. It is to-day oceupying a very
satisfactory position indeed. The same com-
pany controls the -electricity supply at
Katanning. The eompany could not possibly
have been Hoated had the shares not been
canvassed, or unless the capital had been
subseribed by total strangers, a course not
desirable from the point of view of the
distriet.
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When the Bill reaches the Commitiee
stage, my intention is to move an amend-
ment giving the Registrar of Companies
power to grant a certifieate of exemption, I
do not suggest ihat is the only amendment
that might bhe made to solve this difficulty,
but at least it will enable members to discuss
the point raised and possibly bring forward
a better snggestion. My proposal is that
the Registrar of Companies should be per-
mitted to grant o certificate of exemption to
any compuny in Western Australia allowing
that company, for special reasons satisfac-
tory to the Registrar, to canvass shares
either in a specitied area of the State, or
over the whole State. I trust that my pro-
posed amendment will receive support. 1
believe the second reading of the Bill will be
passed by a substantial majority of members.
I trust the member in charge of the Bill will
see the necessity for some such exemption as
I bave suggested. Other than that, and
speaking in gencral terms, the Bill seems to
me to be satisfactory. It is in the interests
of the publie, particularly that section of
the pubiic that is unable to withstand the
wiles of the too talkative salesman and that
does nof understand fully the ramifications
of companies and their methods. Those
people will receive some protection if the
Bill passes. For those reasons I support the
second reading.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [458]: I intend
to support the measure. 1 have reasons for
doing so, because at least 20 letters have
reached me, some from the farthest corner
of my eclectorate, during the last fortnight
or three weeks in regard to the Bill. The
most astounding fhing about the letters is
the fact that they are ecouched in the same
language and in almost identically the same
words. If my memory serves me rightly
they stari by saying that they have listened
to a breadcast on a Sunday evening by a
gentleman who, in the eourse of his remarks,
suggests that this is not the time to amend
the Companies Act. His objection is that
an amendment of the Act should not go
through in the closing stages of a dying Par-
linment. I have felt that there has beco
something behind the letiers that have
reached me, and when 1 examined the mea-
sure and conferred with other members, I
came to the conelusion that the protests that
bad been made were genuine in every re-
spect. They all came from honourable

people who were not in the habit of writin
such letters merely for the sake of writin
them. I have iu mind the casc of 2 farme
in my eleciorate who in the last two or thre
vears has been deliberately robbed. He wa
induced to purchase some property and
rosy picture was painted to him that th
land he was being offered was capabhle o
produeing vegetables and  other produci
that were vequired in the metrepolitan are:
The land was ut Oshorne Park, and cor
sisted of five or six acres. My reason fo
guoting this particular case will intere:
members. The land was worth probably £3
at the most. How much do you, Mr. Speake
think this unfortunate or foolish man ws
asked to pay? No less a sum than £63
and the amount was to be paid in insta
ments extending over two or three year
While he was paying off the purchase pric
he was being constantly reminded by th
Perth Road Board that the rates on the lan
had not been paid by the person from who:
be had bought the block. The farmer file
all those letters, and in the end a final notic
was sent fo him to the effect that it was it
tended to put up the block for sale by aw
tion in the following week, and a euttin
from a newspaper containing an anhouecc
ment to that effect, was sent to him., Th
farmer cavefuily filed that also. The lan
was anctioned in the Perth Town Hall. A
I said, the land was worth prohably £3(
but it was sold by auction for 30s. T cam
into the pieture when the Crown Law De
parhment requested the farmer to return th
Crown title. I made inguiries aud foun
that evervihing connected with the sale wa
quite in order, and T handed over the titl
to the land. T lhave no hesitation in savin
that the unfortunate farmer was robbed o
between £300 and £600. Lf the Bill now be
fore us will have the effect of preventin
unserupulous dealers from eanvassing town
in the country for the purpose of sellin
land or ~hares in companies, both of whie
may he worthless, the House will not hav
passed the legislation in vain. I am a han
dred per ceut. behind the proposals con
fained in the Bill, and I hope the House wil
agree to the measure going through.

HON. N. KEENAN (Xedlands) [3.5]
The object of the Bill iz to amend the Com
panies Act, and it i= perhaps pertinent t
remark that our Companies Aet is a docu
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ment of extreme antiquity. It was passed
in 1893, and most of its provisions were
copied from an English statute that was
passed in 1562. A number of amendments
have been passed since, bubt they have all
dealt with trivial points. The time has well
arrived for a complete overhanl of onr Com-
panies Act; in faet, I hold the opinion that
therg should he a uniform Companies Act
for the whole of Austraha.

The Premier: That was agreed to.

Hon. N. KEENAN: But it has heen a
failure. In our own interests we are bound
to take steps fo amend the Companies Act
to fit in with the conditions of things as they
exizt in our own State.

The Premier: The Act I referred to con-
tained 12 amendments.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Nine to be exaet.
The Bill has been copied from the Imperial
statutes and also from parts of the statutes
adopted in the other States which also have
been taken from the Imperial statutes. The
Bill is mainly directed towards one part of
our Aet that requires amendment, and it

might be that that probably will be
looked upon as an ohjection because
we are once more tinkering with the

law instead of completely amending it.
But this tinkering happens to be ex-
ceedingly important at the moment, un-
doubtedly becanse of the absence of provi-
sions affecting parties who may be attempt-
ing to float companies for wholly illegifi-
mate purposes, Therc have been abuses by
those who are always prepared to take ad-
vantage of loopholes in our statute. There
is foree in what the member for Katanning
(Mr. Watts) said regarding the provisions
of Clause 3 as affecting the flotation of loeal
companies. Any danger, however, ean be
removed by allowing the Registrar of Com-
panies to grant a certificate of exemption.
The 1main provision, and it is a most
admirable provision, is that which will
compel a prospeetus fo bhe signed by the
directors of companies about to be formed
sutside as well as within Australia, com-
panies whose shaves are offered for subserip-
sion within the State. That prospectus will
1ave to be flled with the registrar, and the
late of registration must be shown on the
prospectus to be issned in the State. In this
way the parties will be tied down to the
statements contained in the prospectus, be-
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cause under the Companies Act the directors
will be liable for the statements put forward,
Thus we shali have the definite signatures of
the parties responsible for the statements.
So I find I can support the Bill although, as
1 stated, it is only tinkering with a subject
that is so wide and so pressing for amend-
ment. Secing that there is no possibility of
dealing with a comprebensive measure, we
shounld pass the Bill to deal with the evils
that exist.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
debate adjourned.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion from the 31st August of the dehate on
the second readmg.

MR. WATTS
move—

That the consideration of thiz item be post-
poned to a later stage of the sitting.

{Katanming) [3.10]: I

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [3.11]:
Before the hon. member's motion is put, I
should like your ruling Mr. Speaker, as to
whether the Bill comes within the Standing
Orders. It proposes to amend the Fisheries
Act, and to give certain power ico the local
authorities. Those loeal aunthorities have not
that power under their own Act, and they
wilt be asked to accept a responsibility that
it is proposed to give them in the Bill.
Therefore I do not consider that it ean
legitimately be said that the Bill comes
within the Standing Orders.

Mr. SPEAKER: YWhen the seecond read-
ing of the Bill was moved, I questioned
whether the Bill was stvictiy in aceordance
with the Standing Orders and the Constitu-
tion. I made representations to the Crown
Law Department and received eertain advice.
I have discussed the position with the hon,
member who has submitted the Bill, and sng-
gested that he might interview the Crown
Selicitor to see whether an alteration could
be made; that is, of conrse, if an alteration
were found fo be necessary, The hon. mem-
her met me this afternoon—I am sorry to
say it was late in the afternoon, prineipally
because of the faet that T was not available
at an earlier hour—and we discussed the
position. There is still a difference of
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‘opnion with vegaid to the Bill. The hon.
member had no desire to withdraw his Bill,
or to put it at the hottom of the mnotice
paper. We thought, however, we might fur-
ther discuss the position doring the tea
adjournment, with a view to seeing what
conld be done to put the Bill in order, that
is, if it he ont of order at the present time.
There was no desire to penalise the hon.
member by putting the Bill teo far down on
the notice paper. 1 suggest that the mem-
ber for Murchison, who has vaigsed the point,
should not press it so that we might have
an opporiunity to go more decply info the
matier. Therefore I shall put the motion
of the member for Katanning, that the con-
sideration of the Bill he postponed to a
later stage of the sitting.

Motion put and passed.

BILL—ALSATIAN DOG ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 31st August.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [53.13]:
T listened attentively to the remarks of the
memhber for Irwin-Moore (Eon. P. D. Fer-
guson) when he introduced the Bill, which
I intend to support. I conseientiously be-
lieve, however, that we are unduly fearful
of this species of dog on account of the
history of its breeding. My experience of
dougs has convineced me that in the main
they all are, by nature, killers, with the
possible exception of lap dogs. In any
species there are individuals that will kill
if the opportunity arises, but the history
of the Alsatian is one that makes us unduly
fearful ahout the breed. The Alsatian origt-
nated many years ago from the wolf. Conse-
quently there is a desive, by legislative action,
to prevent the propagation of the specics in
Western Australia. I agree that every
precaution should be taken to protect the
properiy of growers, and that is the prin-
cipal reason why I whole-heartedly support
the measure. At the same time, I believe
we could introduee legislation that would
he far more effective in protecting the
flocks of growers than the present Aet or
the proposed amendment. By the infro-
duction of other legislation we could also
aftord those that desire to breed this t¥pe
of animal an opportunity to do so.

The member for Irwin-Moore said that
one of this specics got away and mingled
with dingoes, and in consequence the pro-
weny played havee with the herds in and
avound that parficular district. My opin-
ion is that a sterilised animal could easily
become a cover for one that was unsieri-
lised. That is guite obvious. These ani-
mals are very much alike in appearance,
T am doubtful whether I could tell one dog
from another, unless I saw both of them
together. The point I wish to make is that
where sterilised animals gain access to
country districts, they ean casily become
covers for unsterilised dogs by virtue of
mistaken identity. In a particular com-
munity, people become aware of the fact
that a certain man has a sterilised Alsa-
tian dog, but as these animals bear a strik-
ing resemblance to each other, an unsteri-
lised dog could be in their midst for some
time without their being aware of the faet.
Consequently, it would appear to be betier
for us to make sure that this type of dog
is not intreduced inte eountry distriets
where it might play bavoe with the herds.
It wouid be more satistactory if we en-
tirely prohibited persons in country dis-
tricts from possessing animals of this
hreed.

Mr. Stubbs: Why not cut them out alto-
cether?

Mr. MARSHALL: T would support legis-
lation to prevent anvone from having or
transporting an Alsatian dog outside the
metropolitan area. That would enable those
that desire to rear these dogs in the met-
ropolitan area to do so.

The Minister for Mines: They might “‘go
bush,*?

Mr. MARSHALL: For a person to take
an Alsatian outside the metropolitan area
should be made unlawful—even though the
animal was merely taken for a jov ride.
That is a habit in which people with money
often indulge. Wa frequently see dogs
taken for joy rides arvound the hills, while
there ave so many unfortunate people
Inoking for a meal within the ecity boun-
daries. To allow allegedly sterilised ani-
mals to get into eountry districts is to pro-
vide a eover for unsterilised animals of
whose presence people would be unaware
until they had done a good deal of damage.
We should not permit Alsatian dogs either
to live in country districts or to pass
through them, hut I consider that people
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in the metropolitan area who faney these
apimals should be given an opportunity to
possess them.

Mr. Stubbs: They
times.

Mr. MARSHALL: Any dog will do that
ai times; not any dog, perbhaps, but an in-
dvidnal dog of any species will do it,
while other animals of the same species
are most affectionate towards children, who
c¢an do anything with them. That applies
equally to Alsatian dogs that are very nice
in the main, although some members of the
breed are particularly vicious. I am doubt-
ful whether we can discriminate in that
regard. Kangaroo dogs are generally ae-
cepted as heing most faithful house-dogs
but I have known such animals to make most
vicions attacks. The breed is not condemned,
however, because of the behavionr of eertain
individua! dogs. [ know units of the same
breed that ave keen killers and if two
or three of them are left together in a pad-
dock where there are sheep, they will do a
vast amount of damage. We do not legis-
late against the broed because of that. We
are donbtless more fearful of the Alsatian
becanse of his breeding rather than becamse
of the aetnal damage that he has done over
and above what is likely to be done by any
dog, given the opportunity. Personally I
have no love for the Alsatian; it is too mas-
sive for my liking and T do not admire it. I
would prefer to have a Pekingse. At the
same time I am not opposed to permitting
those that do admire Alsatians to own them,
as long as the dogs are kept in the metropo-
litan area. To legislate against the Alsatian
in the manner suggested by the Bill will be
to afford an opportunity for unsterilised
Alsatians to be taken into distriets where
they will do a lot of damage before people
are aware of their presence, in which case
many growers will be heavy losers.

Mr. Watts: If people will break cne law,
they will break another. Even in the metro-
politan ares the law would be hroken.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the law stipulated
that no person, whether he be the owner or
not, should have an Alsatian outside of the
metropolitan area, there wonld be something
to work on, hecause everybody that took one
of those animals outside the city boundaries
would be breaking the law. At present
people are permitted to take ont of the mei-
ropolitan area what are alleged to be steril-
ised animals, but who knows, without investi-

attack children at
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gation or inquiry, whether those dogs are
sterilised? It is assumed that they are steril-
ised hecaunse the law stipulates that they
must be sterilised,

The Minister for Agriculture: The owners
must possess a veferinary surgeon’s certifi-
cate.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is when a person
is dcfinitely residing somewhere and has re-
eognised control over the animal; but under
the Aet I would not he prohibited from tak-
ing possession of an animal and transporting
it from one part of the State to another. I
do not require to have a certificate to do
that.

The Minister for Agrienlture: If the dog
is In your possession, you must have a cer-
tificnte.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even though I am not
the owner? 1 am doubtful whether the Act
provides for that.

Mr, Patrick: It is difficult to establish
who is the owner when the case is taken to
court.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. I do not
think the Aet provides that anyone but the
actual owner must have a certificate.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, that is the point.
Tf T wanted to transport an animal from one
plaee to another, I would not nced a certi-
ficate. Under (he pretext of removing a
sterilised dog owned by the Minister, I eould
shift ap unsterilised dog. The present Act
prohibits breeding of these dogs in the metro-
politan avea, which I consider is an unfair
handicap to place upon people who faney
this particolar type of dog. 1 do not think
we shonld be so hard on people who like
these dogs, becaunse the love of animals is
inherent in human nature. We all have our
partieular fancy and I believe that so long
as Alsatians are kept in the metropolitan
area, it should be permissible for people to
own them, because we would then be able
to police the Act quite effectively. At pre-
sent we cannot police the Act because, as I
have pointed out, unsterilised animals ean
be transported from the city to other parts
of the State, where they are able to do con-
siderable damage.

I will always support measures of this
kind hecause the growers have enough
obstacles to face as it is. Nearly always they
have bad seasons and low prices to cope with.
Consenquently they have a great struggle to
exist, and we should do everything we ean to
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ensure that when they do suceeed in produe-
ing something that is an asset, its destrue-
tion by Alsatians shall not take place. For
that reason, I support the measure, though
I do not think that it will be as effective as
we desire.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S, Wise—Gascovne) [5.29]: If
the Bill is accepied, no dog will he imported
unless it has been effectively sterilised. At
present a dog under the age of three months
may be imported, and the idea of the hon.
menther who introduced the measure is to
minimise the danger involved in the importa-
tion of puppies, namely, the danger that
they will be overlooked when the time arrives
for their sterilisation and the issue of a
certificate fo indicate that they have heen
sterilised. 'We have effectively c¢ontrolled the
requiremenis of the preseni Aet, but there
has been 2 danger in puppies being intro-
duced overland from an adjoining Srtate
which has no legislation against dogs of this
kind. As regards dogs of any age coming
in by boat, or even puppies, we have an
arrangement under which agents motify the
department. We had some difficulty with
dogs coming m by train, because we had no
inspector to advise ns; hut now we have at
Kalgoorlie an arrangement with an offieer
of another branch of the Department of
Agrienlture to inform us. Puppies have
been brought in by aervoplane, and airways
authorities also advise. In the ease of pup-
pies introduced overland-—as some have been
—econsiderable diffieulty has been c¢xperi-
enced in plaeing not only the peopie con-
cerned, but the puppies after they have
reached an age sufficiently mature for
sterilisation. There is no doubt of the
danger which these dogs present, especially
if they become the parents of half-breeds.
1n discussing the matter with the officers of
the Vermin Branch, I found them definite in
the view that these dogs constitute a munace,

Hon, N. Keenan: Are they the only dogs
that eonstitute a menace?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; but as regards half-breeds we have the
example recently given by the member for
“Trwin-Moore (Hon. P. D. Ferguson) of a
dog which had done a tremendous amount of
harm, and T am assured by the officer eon-
cerned in the trapping of the amimal that it
was definitely  half-Alsatian. When the
House decided, some years ago, that all Alsa-
tians over the age of three months should he

sterilised, the only reason -for the bar of
three months was the belief that effective
sterilisation eould not take plave at an age
of less than three months. To enforce com-
plete stevilization the term of three months
was introduced inte the Bill which was
enacted. We lmow that in other States high
registration fees are imposed for this class
of dog, and that in States where municipali-
ties and road boards register dogs the most
rigi¢ eontrol is placed on them. T fear there
is a definite danger from them which must
be recognised. I have no ohjection to the
Bill, and shall sappert it,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

MOTION—MINING ACT.
To Disellow Reserves 1027H and 1028H.

Debate resuined from the 7th September
on the following motion by Mr. Marshall
{ Murchison) :—

That the approval and conditions of tem-
porary Reserves Nos. 1027H and 1028H orantod
in accordanee with Scetion 297A of the Min-
ing Act, 1904, and laid wpon the Table of this
House on the 30th August, be and are hereby
disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville) [5.353]: 1 oppose
the motion, and hope the House will dis-
agree to it. One ean admire the mover at
least for his consistency. The hon. member
makes no bones about acknowledging that
he is opposed to the principle of reserva-
tions. Members who heard his argument
last week will agree that his speech was
directed more against the principle of re-
servation than against the partienlar reserva-
tions under discussion. He repeated time
after time that he intended on every oceasion
when a reservation was extended, in the
Murchison electorate partieularly, to move
to disallow it. Therefore I am disposed to
think the hon. member is not so much con-
cerned about these reservations, or to whom
they were granted, as about reservation in
principle. I do not intend to discuss the
question of the principle of granting reserv-
ations under the Mining Aet. That question
has been debated here in many sessions. Last
year the member for Murchison was instru-
mental in obtaining an Aet limiting reserva-
tions to 300 acres, and imposing ecertain
other restrictions; for instance, every reserva-
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tien granted must bo tabled. I hold, there-
fore, that the principle of granting reserva-
tions was deeided by PMarliament itsell last
session.

Mr. Marshail: 1t was decided by gix men,
not by Parliament,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
decided by Parliament in just the same way
as many other important questions are de-
cided Wy the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Patrick: This House was against the
measure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
House passed the Bill, which was sent on to
another place. Parlinment decided througlh
its instrumentalities that the Bill should be-
come law. Accordingly 1 shall not diseuss
the prineiple of reservation, not heing
oreatly interested in it.  Probably, if T made
up my mind on the subjeet, T would be just
as keen to get rid of reservations as the
member for Murchison is; but I am in the
position of a Minister who has an Act o
administer, and that Act gives me certain
diseretionary powers.

The reservations in question were origin-
ally granted to Mr. Morton Webher in 1932,
he having taken an option over Reedy's. He
endeavoured, wpon taking ap the reserva-
tions, to interest American capital in the
field. The company was unsuccessful, and
therefore efforts in that district ceased. At
that time two highly qualifivl American
engincers visited the field, and upon their
report the company then holding the re-
servations decided i diseontinue operations.
The next company shown by the file as being
interested in the reservations was the West-
ern  Gold Mining Compuny, which ulti-
mately formed the Triton Gold Mining Com-
‘pany to work the reservations. The Triton
Gold Mining Company has spent £600,000
on bringing a mine into produoction, and now
employs 246 men. Last year the company
erushed 74,388 tons for 23,917 fine ounces
of gold. The hon. member in his argument
depended largely on the fact that the eom-
pany had had amp.e time during the last
four years to decide which way the reet was
dipping or working, and that there was uo
occasion to grant it any further extensien.
There might have been some force in that
argument were it not for the faet that the
reservation for which the company has
applied is to be used not so much to e
tend the eompany’s area as for the pwr-
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pose of ascertaining by deep dismond
drilting whether there is any possibility of
extending its  mining  activities in that
vieinity, With that object in view it ap-
plied for, and obtained, an extension of the
reservations.

Not only has the company brought the
Triton mine up to its present position—I
could understand the argunent of the mem-
ber for Murchisen it nothing was being done
on the reservations—but it has done
extensive geophysical surveying and han-
dreds of aecres of loaming, besides geolo-
gical surface mapping, diamond drilling and
costeening on the veservations. In faet, at
this present time a diamond drill programme
is heing earrvied out on the reservations for
the purpose of ascertaining whether there is
anything in the deeper levels of that part
of the company’s aren. I believe that in
view of the work the company has done
there, the continuance of the reservations is
waranted in order definitely to decide by
deep diamond drilling whether there is any
lode at a greater depth. T understand there
is nothing to warrant prospecting in that
aren, because of the big overburden. Inei-
dentally I may remark that the number of
men employed by the eompany on the re-
servations is sufficient to comply with the
Mining Aect for an area of 1,416 acros,
whereas the company holds only 600 acres.

The member for Murehison has said on
many oceasions that the same law should
apply to all. T am not awarc of any
differentiation in the law. Sometimes, when
listening to the hon. member, one might
imagine that in the Mines Department it
was a question of big companies versus what
the hon. member calls the original prospee-
tor. As a matter of fact, there is no ques-
tion whatever of company versus prospeetor.
Anybody, whether it he a prospector with
onlv piek, napping hammer and dizsh, or a
company with tens of thousands of capital,
can apply for a reservation under preeisely
the same conditions. Numerous reservations
have been applied for by, and granted to,

original prospectors. Every application is
decided purely on its merits. There are
many  members in this Chamber who,

although not aetually representing mining
electorates and probably never baving been
engaged in practical mining, are yet aware
that the average prospector, not only of the
present time but for vears past, if he found
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anything worth while of a show, would im-
mediately—unless he had plenty of money
of his own, in which easc most likely he
would not have been prospecting—look
around for a company fo finance the show.

Mr. Marshall: No. The company looks
around for him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let me
tell the hon. member that [ was on the
Murchison and on other goldfields just asg
soon as he wags, if not sooner.

Mr. Marshall: You have
much from yonr experience.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
spent a Jot of time amongst prospectors.

Mr. Marshall: You have not done much
. for their welfare.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
just as much time and admiration for
prospectors as the hon. member has. He
must not imagine, because he is obsessed
with one idea, that any member not obsessed
with that idea haz not as much regard for
prospectors as the hon. member has

Mr. Sampson: If a prospector finds any-
thimr, is he not limited to submitting it fo
those who hold the reservation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That has
nothing to do with the question. If a
prospector finds something worth while he
ean apply for a reservation, under the Act
sponsored hy the member for Murchison, of
300 acres and it is just as reasonable for him
to receive the reservation while he makes
arrangements for exploiting the show or the
reef or obtains eapital to work it as it is for
any company (o receive a reservation for
decp diamond drilling. That is all that has
been done in this particular case. This is a
pieee of land that I am informed is of no
nse to the ordinary prospector beeanse deep
sinking is neecessary to prospect it. There
are hundreds of miles of such econntry, as the
member for Murchison knows, and the
prospector could walk over it year in and
year out. Much time would be needed to get
through the overburden and the various other
stages to ascerfain whether a reef existed on
the property or not. But a company with
capital, given the opportunity and having
the aid of the latest scientific methods such
as diamond drilling and ceophysical surveys,
can test ont the ground in a way that no
prospector could do.

I say quite candidly that when the hon.
memher talks about the Murchison prospec-

not profited
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tors being denied this, that and the other, it
is z0 mueh humbug. For years these reserves
have been open to the world, and I doubt
whether he could name any prospector who
ever sank a shaft on themn. A great part of
the reservations is in the township of Reedy,
and obviously nobody could work that
cround at a less depth than 50 feet. If I
had an obsession against the granting of
rezervations, as the hon. member has, T wounld
probably put up arguments somewhat simi-
lar to those he has advanced. This land was
thrown open as recently as January last,
and not a man troubled about it until the
reservation was applied for. 1 do not know
that there has been any great outery about
the reservation; the only outery I know
of 15 that created by the hon. member
in moving his motion, and he has done it,
1 think, because he has become so obsessed
against the principle of granting rescrva-
tions and will do anything possible to pre-
vent a reservation being granted on the Mur-
chison,

The hon. membey told us quite plainly
last Wednesday that so long as I remained
Minister for BMines I could prepare for a
fight every time the Government granted a
reservation on the Murchison. Well, I say
now as I said then, that I have never shirked
a fight, and that zo long as I am Minister, 1
will grant or refuse reservations on the
merits of the case, regardless of whether the
applicant is a big company, or a prospecior
desiring a reservation until he is able to sell
or work his show. That is the only eon-
sideration that will influence me. The hon.
member also held up the Wiluna mines as
an example of a mine that eould be deve-
loped and worked without a reservation.
Admittedly that is so, but the hon. member
did not meniion that the Wiluna mines
would never have reached the present stage
of production if they had not been guaran-
teed a sum of £300,000 in 1930,

Mr. Marshall: What did they do with the
reservation ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I men-
tion that to show that one ¢company can ob-
tain a reservation without asking the Gov-
ernment for anything but the 300 acres and
bring the mine to the producing stage, while
another company 15 unable to do it without
a guarantee of £300,000,

Mr. Marshall: That has nothing to do
with reservations.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member said that the Wiluna mines had not
applied for a reservation. As a matter of
fact, they did what the Triton company has
done. They applied for a reservation on
the 24th December, 1936, and it was granted.

Mr. Marshall: Why, they sfarted in 1928!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I repeat
that the Wiluna mines did what the Triton
company did, and that on the 24th Decem-
‘ber, 1936, they applied for a reservation
south-east of the mine for the purpose of
deep drilling with a view to determining
whether operations could be extended in that
direction. That is just what the Triton eom-
pany has done; it is working on the big
mine, employing 360 men, and application
was made for the reservation in order to
prospect by deep drilling te ascerfain whe-
ther the mine could be extended in that
divection. Perhaps the Triton company will
find what the Wiluna mines discovered-—that
it will not be worth going on with. There-
fore, I cannot see that any argument can be
advanced in favour of the Wiluna mines as
against the Triton eompany on the score of
each having done its hest. The Triton com-
pany has done a fairly good job in Western
Australia. I held no brief for the company;
in fact, I know very little about it beyond
what I bave gathered from the file, but the
company has spent on the reservations alone
—that is, quite apart from the mine—a sum
of £14486. T put it to the Honse—is it not
better to grant the 300 aeres of reservation
and have a sum of £14,486 spent upon it
in the hope of finding something befter,
rather than leave the ground lying idle? To
establish new mines in this State, the com-
pany has spent no less than £1,983,288—
practically £2,000,000—and that is exeln-
sive of operating expenditure on mining
and treatment. Consequently, this is no
blow-in company that has done nothing for
the State. I trust the House will not agree
to the motion. This House agreed to the
principle.

Mr. Marshall: It did not agree to the
principle.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Parlia-
ment agreed to the principle.

Mr. Marshall: It did noi.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member can persist in repeating his state-
ment, but every Bill of importance has been
settled by a confercnce of managers repre-
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senting the two Houses. Thervefore, Far-
liament has decided and the Jaw of this
State, rightly or wrongly, has been deter-
wined. If the hon. member held a different
opiniion, why did he agree to the conference”’

e, Marshall: A conference is not this
House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T say
Parliameut agreed to the principle.

Mr. Marshall: You said this Heuse agreed
to it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then 1
shall withdraw the word “House” and sub-
stitute the word “Parliament.”

Mr. Marshall: And evade the point in
that way.

The Premicr: This House agreed to the
report of the couference managers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: OFf course
it did.

Mr. Mavshail: I will give you a reply pre-
sently,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hou.
niember is slways going to do something. I
emphasisc that every application for a re-
newnl of a reservation on the Murchison—I
am pleased that the hon. member has not
gone outside his own electorate—will be
granted provided the conditions warrant the
adoption of that course. That is the only
consideration that will influence me. This
House should understand clearly just why
reservations are granted. Quly two reserva-
tions are invelved in the motion hefore the
House, and 1 say definifely they were granted
to give the company an opportunity to under-
take deep diamond drilling. The ecompany
has done that work and spent over £14,000
on it. Whether anything was discovered, T
do not know. I venture to say that every
unprejudiced member will agree that it was
well worth while giving the company that
right for 12 months. When a reservation
is granted and an important discovery is
made, it means that more capital is brounght
into the State, and particularly does it mean
that more employment is provided on the
mines,

Mr. Marshall: Oh!
tale.

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: Perhaps
s0, hut the hon. member was careful to hold
up the Big Bell mine as an example, and
the Bir Bell mine had a reservation. Before
the han, member ever saw Cue, T venture to
sav that the original prospectors had faken

That is the same old
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hundeaids of pounds’ worth of gold ont of the
Bix Bell, bnt they bad not the money to work
the mine as it is being worked now. The
Chesson Brothers worked it for years. The
Big Bell company is setting an example to
the other mines of the State in the handling
of low-grade ore. What is more, the company
iz =0 satisfied with the treatment received
in this State that it is launching out into
other parts. I suppose the hon. member
would contend that the company was not en-
titled to deep drill on some of the shows that
have lain idle for many years and probably
would eontinue to remain idle until some big
company fook them up. That is the posi-
tion, and I leave the decision to the good
judgment of the House. If members are
satisfied that the hon. member, obsessed with
the idea that reservations should not be
granted, should he allowed to prevent the
exercise of any discretionary power by the
Mines Department over vacant land not eap-
able of feeding a sheep and to debar a com-
pany from deep drilling to aseertain what
might he helow the surfaece, that will be their
responsibility. T st meomhbers will not ap-
prove of the disallowance.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison—in rveply)
[5.58] : The only difference that has marked
the 'disenssions on reservations is in the per-
sonnel of the Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: That shows that
oreat minds think alike.

Mr., MARSHALL: We have heard the
same old tale put np in the same old way.
The Minister cannot see why reservations
should not he granted; he eannot see any
vital principle underlying the granting of
reservations. In every respect he simply
follows—as I fully expected him to do—in
the same old groove that each and every Min-
ister for Mines has followed for many years.

The Minister for Mines: Then we must all
bi wrong.

Mr. MARSHALL: To sam up the posi-
tion, it is departmental eontrol represented
in Parliament by a Minister. I do not know
how long the Minister spent on the Mur-
chison.

The Minister for Mines: I was there before
you were and made it possible for men like
yon to represent it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister stayed
long enough to know that the industry was
not a good one to work in, and then left it.
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The Minister for Mines: You never
worked in it at all except at a battery.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have had a longer
all-round experience of mining than has any
man who ever cecupied the position of Minis-
ter for Mines. That statement ean be corro-
horated by a serutiny of the books. Anyhow,
I did not rumn away from the industry; I
stayed therc. I did not run down to the city
secking the amenities and luxuries that life
there had to offer. Probably the Minister left
Peak Hill for Peak Hill's good.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member has
zone far enongh along that line of discussion.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister made the
statement that I was obsessed with an
opinion hostile to reservations,

Mr. Styants: That is a libel.

Mr. MARSHALL: I may be obsessed. T
was always given to understand that the
correct interpretation of the Labour Party’s
prineiples was that they aimed at prevent-
ing monopolies and coneessions. I under-
stood it was the principle of the party to
look after the men on the lower rung, not,
a5 the Miwsier has pointed out, the indivi-
dual with millions of money in his posses-
sion. Evidently I have wrongly interpreted
one of the principles of the Labour Move-
ment. Apparently we should look after
those who can afford to pay for looking
after themselves; we should not worry
about the pioneers of industry. The Min-
ister's statement that the Aet gives bim
power to grant reservations is, I venture
to say, wrong in fact. Although past Min-
isters for Mines have taken to themselves
the right to grant reservations under Sce-
tion 297, T maintain that the scction was
never intended to cover prospecting and
mining for gold. It is only becanse of lack
of capital on the part of individuals that
Ministers have not been challenged on the
point longz age. Because the Minister has
taken to himself a power he does not pos-
sess, it does not become him to tell the
Chamber that he does possess it. Sectiom
297 does not give him power to grant Te-
servations for the purpose of prospecting
and mining for gold. There is a remark-
able aspect about this question. Tle seciion
provides that the Minister may on the recom-
mendation of o warden, do certain things.
Who cver heard of a warden recommending
a reservation? Never has a reservation
been granted by any Minister on such a
recommendation. Actually, the section does
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not give power to a warden to recommend
a reservation for the purpose of prospecting
and mining for gold. If that was the inten-
tion, why is there a proviso to the section
setting out that the Minister may grant
gecapancy?  The pranting of reservations
has constantly heen opposed, but no one has
had sufficient monev with which to challenge
‘the aetion of Ministers. Those who have had
the monev have been pleased to get the con-
wessions, and have never desired fo chal-
lenge them. T ask the Minister, with all his
knowledge of mining and the wonderful ex-
perience he has gained in so short a time, to
tell me one mining proposition i this State
that o 2H-acre lease will not cover. After
all the vears during which mining has been
earried on. ibere is no mine in this State
that it 24-aere lease will not cover. The
Minister says it 1s necessary to grant rve-
servations. Fle advanced that argument in
such a way as to throw it back on me that
I am desirous of excluding individuals from
legitimately developing and eonducting min-
ing aperations in Western Australia.

Mr. Patrick: Companies conld take ap
these areas in the form of leasges,

Mr, MARSHALL: They eonld take up
half-a-dozen or 50 leases, if they so desired,
provided they complied with the law.

Mr. Hunghes: Are not companies sur-
rendering leases to make them part of re-
servations, and thus saving outgoings for
rent?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MARSHALIL: I am not conversant
with that point, and I know of no such case.
The Minister advaneed the argument in such
a way as to cover np the real points at
issne, making out that 1 was attempiing to
interfere with capital coming into this
country and developing the industry. From
iime to time in this Chamber I have em-
phatically voiced my opinions in that re-
spect. There is no limit to the area any
company ean hold, so leng as the land is
taken up in 24-acre lensehold blocks. T have
repeatedly pointed out that we shonld nof
assist worthless companies by giving them
reservations, when at the same time we in-
sist npon the unfortunate prospector paying
his pound per acre. That was not the in-
tention of the Act. The Minister has put a
wrong constrnction upon my attitnde, and
I hope he has dene so for the last time. I
am siek of these misrepresentations. T stand
for the principle of companies paying the
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same price for their land as the prospector
has to pay. That is fair and honourable.
I have no desire to limit iheir activities or
the area they hold. The Minister has yet
to show nie one case where o 24-nere lease.
hold block will not cover a single mining
proposition, and yet he savs it is necessarvy
for eompanies to have these large areas, be-
cause capital is thus brought into the coun-
try.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order, T ask for a withdrawal of that state-
ment. I did not make any such remark in
my speech, and “Hansard” can be produced
te prove it.

AMr. MARSITALL: T will withdraw any-
thing to paeify the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. mem-
ber stated that T said something I did not
say.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Mur-
chison nist withdraw the remark.

Mr. MARSHALL: If T am told what
statement T have made that I should not
have made, I will withdraw it.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.' mem-
her stated deliberately that I said it was
neeessary to give big reservations to allow
of capital eoming inte this country. I did
not even have that in mind.

Mv. MARSHALL: I will withdraw the
words comiplained of. What did the Minis-
ter’s niterances imply? He said that
Reedy’s company had spent £2,000,000, not
on resevvations, but on equipping and de-
veloping its area and in wages, ete. From this
outlay the company has already had a hand-
some dividend. What did the Minister im-
ply throughont his speech? He said it was
neeessary to give these reservations, and ap-
pealed to the House not te support me.
What will members be supporting if they
stand behind the Minister? They will be
supporting hig holdings or reservations. If
the Minister did not actually utter those
words, the jmplication was there. If mem-
bers support him they will obviously be sap-
porfing the granting of reservations. No
other c¢onstroction can be placed upon the
remarks of the Minister. He did not tell
us who compiled the figures he submitted to
the House eoncerning the two companies
which had spent £14,000 on their rescrva-
tions. I assume the figures came from the
companies themseclves. There can be no
donbt abont that. The Minister put it for-
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ward in all sineerity that the companies had
spent every penny of this money. If I can
show him where one of his statements was
far from the actual facts, the Chamber will
be able to put its own construetion upon the
balance of his arguments in support of the
reculations. He said  these reservations
were thrown ¢pen a year or twe ago and no-
body wanted them. 1 took that statement
down myself. T have here a minnte from
the Mines Department, the records of which
max be acecepted as eorrect. If the record
in this instance is o irue one, then the Minis-
ter's statement is far from the actnal £acts.
I wanted to know from the Under-Secretary
for Mines when these veservations were
originally granted. T reeccived from him a
reply dated the 2nd September, as follows:—

As desired, T would advise you that tem-
porary Reserve 10271 was originally comprised
in temporary Reserve G544, which was granted
on 1/2/32, to Mr. Morton Webber. It com-
prised 1,506 acres. Tt was subsequently taken
over by the Mararea CGoldmining Co., N.L,
and wag increased in avea, in September, 1833,
to 2,786 acres, Subsequently it was transferred
to the Western Gold Mines, X.L., in 1934
The reserve was then split into two reserves,
and an aren comprising 1,920 acres under Nao.
768H was granted to the Triton Gold Mines,
N.L.,, and 654H, containing 1,056 acres, con-
tinued in the name of the Western Goldmines,
NI.. Reserve 10Z8H, now comprises portion
of old Resarve TG8H.

Both these reservations, which were com-
prised i one arvea, were granted six yvears
and six months ago, and according to the
letter I have read were never thrown open.
Where are we getting?

The Minister for Mines: What has become
of the rest of the area outside the 600 acres?

Mr. MARSHALL: The arvea has heen
divided into two. TUnder the amending Act
#he company had to surrender the big avea.

The Minister for Mines: What happened
4o the surrendered avea?

Alr. MARSHIALL: The Minister said the
eround was thrown open some years ago,
not recently. He said nothing abhout an ex-
.cessive area, or the area which lapsed being
thrown open or werked. The presenf Minis-
ter for Mines has the same idea ahout
prospectors and prospecting as his prede-
wessors had.

The Minister for Mines: A good idea, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: His idea is that every
‘individual, before he discovers an indication

Sl

ot pold, gous to the office of the registrar
and takes up the land. Nothing of the sort!

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. MARSIIALAL: There is an idea
abroad that is generally aceepted by mem-
ber= to the effect that prospectors never
prospect country without having zome form
of tenure. That is the reason, I believe,
why the offictals of the Aines Department
continually advise thewr Minister respecting
arvcas ot one time held as reservations, but
subsequently abandoned and thrown open
for application, that as no prospector has
applied for portions of those arcas under
any form of tenure, no one wants the coun-
try, Nothing eould be more foreign to
what actually happens. I would be safe
in saying that prospectors are continually
working on country that at one time was
included in a reservation. They do not
ustafly apply for a lease unless they are con-
versant with the area over whieh they arc
prospecting. The usual practiee is to carry
on nntil they come across indications that
warrant their applying for leascs. The
Minister should be very careful in regard-
ine land, once included in a reservation but
subsequently thrown open for selection, as
being anwanted merely because no applien-
tion has been received for a lease. Pros.
pectors come and go. No donbt in the
conrse of time someone will discover valu-
able deposits on aveas that were at one time
included In reservations.

Another peint raised by the Minister
referred to the expenditure of £14.000 an
work in the reserves now in question. When
discussing reserves generally—I want to
make this statement by wav of eomparison
—the late Mr. Munsie, when Minister for
Mines, referred to the reservation around
the Great Fingal Mine, and in refutation
of what T had said that the veservation had
been held for vears without anyv work hav-
ing heen done, he produced figures to show
that the company concerned had spent
abouf £8,000. TIn the same way, the present
Minister for Mines told us to-night that the
company had spent £14,000 on work in the
reserves under discussion. As regards the
Great Fingal reservation, the figures quoted
by the late Mr. Munsie were compiled by
the parties most vitally concerned, but the
faet remains that at least two-thirds of
that amount was spent on the purchase of
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a steam shovel. The money was not spent
on the reservation but on the steam shovel,
with the aid of which a little costeening
was done across a porfion of the area that
was held. Notwithstanding that fact, the
former Minister told Parliament that £8,000
had been spent on the reservation, just as
the present Minister for Mines has said
£14,000 has been spent on the reservations
under diseussion. On this oecasion, the
Minister for Mines may be right; the for-
mer Minister for Mines was entirely wrong
in his statement. At a matter of faet, that
steam shovel was sold to the Big Bell Com-
pany and no doubt the company was re-
couped its initial expenditure, so that no
money whatever was spent on the reserva-
tion. I have no doubt that some work has
been done on the two reservations to which
I am now devoting attention. I# is remark-
able, however, that whenever I visit the
centre, people who live there and know
what is going on tell me without any hesi-
tation that no money has been spent and
no work carried out on the reservations. I
do not suggest that the Minister is wrong
in stating that £14,000 has been spent. T
want the Minister, in view of his experi-
ence, to tell me whether it is not possible
for the ecompany to take np a lease of the
area required and earry out the necessary
diamond drilling and prospecting. What
is there'to stop the ecompany from doing
that? The Minister quoted the Premier Big
Bell Goldmining Co., and said that that
coneern had a reservation. That is quite
s¢, but in that instance the company did
the right thing by the Government, which
haqd treated it so generously. The company
decided what ground was required, seeured
the neeessary lease, and surrendered the
remainder of the reservation. In the in-
stance now under review, the company has
held the two reservations since 1932, since
when the area has not heen thoroughly
prospected.  Irom time to time, the eoni-
pany may have done something with the
urea, but whatever has been done counld
have been earried out under the leasehcld
tenure provigions. If that had been doue,
I would have no quarrel with the company,
which has been well treated. Ample time
has been available to ascertain the dip of
the lens, for the reservation has been held
for six years. The company is now in the
happy position of seeuring returns by way
of dividends, and why sbould it be further
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considered and permitted to enjoy preference
over prospectors and others who want to
work in that particular area? There is no
Justification for the present arrangements
continuing.

I do not suffer from an obsession with re-
gard to reservations. What I object to is
the ervel injustice involved. I object to the
undue preference extended to those who can
afford te pay, while little consideration is
extended to those not in such a fortunate
position. Had the reservations been dealt
with in a reasonable manner, I might not
be so bitterly opposed to the prineiple, I
want it to be definitely understood by the
House that 1 know my electorate and its re-
guirements perfeetly well. I do not remain
in the ecity during the recess; I  wvisit
the different centres in my electorate
and become acquainted with what is going
on. T would not attempt to work an injus-
tice against any eompany or individual, and
I appeal to the House to extend equal treat-
ment t¢ every individual interested in this
subject. It is true, as the Minister stated,
that prospeectors have secured reservations;
but why have they secured them? Osten-
sibly it has been for the same reason that
others bave seeured them, with the possihle
exclusion of the two reservations now under
review. I would instance the reservation
around the Great Fingal Mine. I will have
something to say aboui that matter and the
Minister’s attitude, when the Mines Estimates
are under consideration. The object in se-
curing reservations has too often been to
hawk them from country to country in an
attempt to exploit the mining industry. With
the advantage of a reservation, individuals
are able to paint a glowing pieture of the
area held for development. They can at-
tempt fo entice investors to pat money into
the development of a concern such as, for
instance, the Great Fingal Mine. There is
no oceasion to be surprised at the present
lull in the mining indusiry, or at the utfer
collapse of the operations of legitimate in-
vestors. It is sad to contemplate that many
investors have put thousands of pounds into
mining operations here, without their havinyg
the ghost of a chance to secure a penny in
return, The practice of granting reserva-
tions enhances the opportunities for those
hawking the concessions to secure such in-
vestments. The goldmining areas are the
rightfuol heritage of the people, and if any
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advantage is to be derived from the opera-
fions of the investing public it should bhe by
the State. As it is, Western Australia reaps
very little benefit. 'We should not tolerate
anyv individeal or any company making
such use of concessions wrongfully and ille-
gally made available to them. I emphasise
that point. They have been wrongfully and
illegally made available. Such concessions
have enabled certain interests to exploit the
investing public and to induce them to
invest in a precarious industry without any
chance of securing returns from their in-
vesiments. Because of that, the practice of
granting reservations should immediately
cease. If I were attempting fo limit the
scope of any individual or company from
the standpoint of securing an area for pros-
pecting purpeses and fo discourage the in-
vestment of capital, the Minister would
have an argument against my attitnde. T
may repeat a statement I have made hefore:
There is no limit to the area that a companv
ean hold. As a maiter of fart, the Wiluna
company had an aren extending for a mile
and a half, '

Mr. Patrick: The total area was 1100
acres, was it not?

Mr. MARSHALI:: 1 do not know the
exact area, but Y know the company held
upwards of 20 leases. I do not object to
that, nor do I desire to attempt to.limit the
area., On the other hand, T will net stand
for preferential treatment. If anyone is to
have the benefit of concessions, it should- he
the pioneers of the industry, the men who
are not finaneial. They make all the sacrifices
and T disagree with the Minister’s suggestion
that prospectors go around looking for com-
panies. Members will no doubt rememher
the recently reported diseovery at Mt. Addi-
son, near Peak Hill, T was there some time
back and I know that there were four repre-
sentatives of different companies who were
out to aseertain if they could exploit the
prospectors and secure options. Thev were
not out to assist the prospectors or the
State; thev were concerned with their own
interests. T am pleased to say tha{ the Pre-
mier Gold Mining Company has become in-
terested and has secured an option. T wish
the company well. On the other hand, we
should not make it possible for individuals
to exploit the industry, mislead investors,
and retard the development of our mineral
resources. To indicate to the House how the
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Minister ean deliberately attemptb to misrep-
resent what I say, I would point out that
I asserted that the Wiluna eompany never
had a reservation, and I repeat that it did
not have that privilege. The Minister quoted
a small reservation that had been granted
te the company in 1936, years after it had
commenced operating. I understand the
company did secure a small reservation for
the purpose of carrying out diamond drill-
ing. The company has long since ceased to
pay dividends, and, in eonsequence, the then
Minister apparently considered it was en-
titled to that much consideration. If the
contention of the present Minister for Mines
is correet, then the more a company spends
in the goldmining industry, the greater the
area if, should he able to secure.

The Minister for Mines: Rubbish!

Mre, MARSHALL: That is the point. If
the amount of an investment governs the
right to a reservation, then the greater the
amonnt invested. the bigger should he the
area.

The Minister for Mines: You have no
occasion to sav that so far as I am con-
cerned,

Mr. MARSHALL: The argument ad-
vanced by the Minister is- that the Reedy
people have spent approximately £2,000,000,
[ helieve thev have spent three times as
much. If the Triton Gold Mining Co., or
whatever the name of the company may be,
i« entitled to thosc reservations beeause i}
has spent £2,000,000, then we should con-
sider giving the Wiluna company the greater
part of the State, because that company
must have spent three or four times that
amount. Such an argument does noé hold
water,

The Minister for Mines: It is your argu-
ment, not mine,

Mr. MARSHALL: No, it is the Minister’s
statement. ‘Fhe Minister made that state-
ment in zupport of his coniention that the
company, having spent £2,000,000, was en-
titled to these reservations.

The Minister for Mines: It is a buna fide
company, at all events,

My, MARSHATLL: Ti i3, and what 15 to
prevent thiz hona fide company from geiting
the area it wanis under leaschold tenure? Ts
there anvthing to prevent that?

The Minister for Mines: I would not give
them a monopoly of that, either.

Mr. MARSHALL: That would bhe the
right thing to do.



Su4

The Minister for Mines: I disagree.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some members of this
Chamber really believe the gold mining in-
dustry does not contribute sufficient to our
revenue in the way of taxation or rovalty.
I do not propose to deal with that aspeet
at the moment. But here is an opportunity
of putting evervone on the spme level and
deriving some revenue. Those two resorva-
tions each contain 300 aeres. 1f the ecompany
were paying the same rental for the land as
a prospector has to pay, the State wonld he
receiving £600 from the reservations, instead
of £20. The company, as I have already
pointed out, is receiving a substantial retim
from its investment. T kpow it has paid
dividends at 2 rate as higch as 22 por cont.
The mine is an excellent proposition and i=
likely to live for a considerable number of
years. Good hek fo those who invested in
the company! That, however, is no justitica-
tion for the granting of privileges or conces-
sions to the company. [If 1 were Minister
for Mines, 1 would do 2 great deal to stop
the ramps in the industry. 1 wounld devote
hours of my tinwe to framing legislation de-
signed to penalise severely those who exploit
the mining indnstry,

Mr. Sleeman: You wonld be kept hasy.

Mr. MARSHALL: Others wonld he kept
busy, too.

Mr. Patrick: There are ramps, unfortn-
nately,
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Reservations

should not be granted in a haphazard way so
that the grantees can, as it were, put them in
a earpet bag and hawk them here, there and
everywhere, at the same time painting a
slowing pieture of possihle returns on invest-
ment.  The investors, however, would find
that although they had a fairly big ares,
they had very little gold. 1 remind the Min-
istor that Parliament has never passed a Bill
to permit of the granting of reservations of
any kind. Parliament did, on the contrary,
sgree to a Bill for the entire abelition of
reservations, In order to got some vedress,
1 had to concede, when in conference with
members of another plaee, certain proposals
s0 as to get at least some control. I regrel
the Bill T introduced was not passed, as
reservations would then have hven entirely
abolished and this discussion would never
have taken place. 1 agree that there are
1imes when we should accept part only, if we
cannot get the whole,

Mr. Patrick: It is a big improvement on
ihe old order of things,
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Mr. MARSHALL: T should say so. Im
ronelision——

Mz, Slecman: Again!

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. ) know the hon.
membher does not agree with me on the sub-
jeet of 1eservations, which seem to be =0
neeessary to develop this particular distriet;
but no one wants a reservation in the Kim-
herleys, even with gold at £8 an ounce. That
is remarkable,  Prospectors do mnot want
reservations, nor did anyone else, until gold
went up in price. The prospeetors now de-
zire reservations to be abolished for the same
roason that the companies wish to retain
them. I hope members will support the
motion and that these two reservations at
least will he eancelled. Not many reserva-
tions are left in my clectorate and I wonld
he pleased to see the last of them. Had no
reservation at all heen granted, we wonid
not have had this wrangling to-night. I
hope members will take a definite stand and
aboli<h the reservations.

Question puat, and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—
Aves ‘e .. .o 22
Noes .. . ..o 14

Majority for .. 8

AYES.
Mr. Bovle M¥r. Sampsann
Mrs, Cardel)-Qliver Mr. Seward
Alr. Fox Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hegney My, Bleeman !
Mr. Hill Mr., Tharn
Mr. Hughes Mr, Warts
Mr. Marshall Mr. Welsn
Mr. North Mr. Willmott
Mr, Patrick Mr. Wilsan
Mr. Raphael Mr. Withers
Mr, Rodareds Mr. Doney
(Telier.d
Nops.
Mr. Coverley Mr. F'. C. L. Smith
Mr. Doust Mr. Styants
Mr. MeDonald My, Tonkin
Mr. McLarty Mr. Troy
Mr. Millington Mz, Wilicock
Mr. Needham Mr. Wige
Mr. Panton Mr. Nulsea

(Telter.)
Question thus passed.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Disckurge of Order.

MR. WATTS
move—

That the order be discharged from the
Notice Paper,

(Katanning} [7.56]: I

Question put and passed.
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BILL MAREETING OF ONIONS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed Erom the 7th September.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.57]: I sup-
port the seecond reading of the Bill. I com-
mend the member for Seuth Fremantle (3lr.
Fox) for bringing it forward. It is ecrtainly
a step in the right direction. The one regret
T Iave 15 that the Bill was not brought for-
ward hy the Government, hecause diffieully
i» likely to arise when a private member
hrings forward a Bill of this kind. T hope,
nevertheless, that the Bill will hecome law,
anil so give the onion growers of the State
statutory power to fix reasonable prices for
their produce and seenre a measure of con-
teal of the industry.  All over the world
movements are taking place in favour of
grower-control.  Already we have a dried
fruit measure, the Whole Milk Act and the
sandalwood measnre. Tho<e enactments have
established a prineiple that is well justified
and that T hope will now be established for
the marketing of onions. We have many
disirieis where omuns ean be grown, althongh
T realise that at Spearwood, from whenee
comes this speeial request, onion growing is
a very large industry and one that ean fairly
receive the support of this House. Tn addi-
tion, in other States control is becoming in-
evensingly the rule.  The export of apples
and pears whieh, of course, includes the
Eastern States is likely to be put under
similar eontrol. That is a biz move for-
ward. I noticed in the Press recently that
steps were being taken hy the New Zealand
Parliament to ereate a measure of control in
the local marketing of fruit and vegetables.

The member for South Fremantle has
put up a very rood case for the Bill
His argument is sound and the Bill
is planned on lines similar to legislation
that has been introduced in other States.
Whether a private memher’s Bill e¢an do
what is necessary remains to he seen.  Only
time can tell; that is, should the Bill he
passed. It is said of marketing laws that
they are full of pitfalls, Evidently the
draftsman has seen the possibility of legal
conflict ahead, particularly in regard to
paragraph (d) of Clause 14, for at the end
of the Bill there is a special clause which
provides that the Act can he construed sub-
ject to the Federal Constitution and laws.
The measure provides the possibilities for
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which the growers have been striving for a
long time. It provides that a prescribed ma-
jority shall control and that a vote of three-
fifths of the growers shall be necessary before
the suggested hoard is created. Assuming
the hoard is set up, it will be subjeet to
stringent restrictions upon its aetivities.
Nevertheless provision is made whereby a
simple majority of growers at a poll may
bring about a dissolution. The Bill provides
for three elective members, all of whom
shall he growers, and two nominated mem-
bers, one of whom shall possess mereantile
and commercial experience. This means that
there will he one representative of the pub-
lic. The hon. member who introduced ihe
Bill does, I consider, know his onions, and
the commodity is one that is specially suit-
able for controlled legislation.

Myr. Hegney: He is as familiar with his
onions as you ave with your hees,

Mr. SAMPSON: Exactly. It will he
agreed that onions are not as neeessary a
feommodity in the same scnse, as, for in-
stanee, milk, butter and flour, T could have
added sugar, but that is a commodity that
can be done without hecause of the elements
contained in honey, There are no substitutes
for milk, butter and flour and if the prices of
those commeodities were oppressive, either
through the action of boards or the opera-
fion of private cnterprise, consumers might
raize a roar and do something to embarrass
the Government in respect of the legisla-
tion. However, those who purchase onions
should pay a reasonable price; they should
bave fo pay the same as they are obliged to
pav for evervthing else, other than is so
often the case where primary products are
econcerned. The work of the onion growers
should be sufficient to provide a living
for those engaged in the industry. While
I say that onions are a desirable com-
modity on which to base legizlation, I do not
suggest that any household could get along
very well without onions. Onions are not
essential, although a very desirable adjunet
to the culinary art.

Mr. Sleeman: Thev are all right when a
bit of steak goes with them.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is =o. If prices
were too hizh, importations would be en-
couraged and, under the Constitution the
commodity could not be kept out. The
steamer freight on onions from Adelaide is
33s., from Melbourne 38s., and from Sydney
42s. Therefore the local price of onions
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could never be higher than that of the East-
ern States, plus the shipping costs from
East to West. At first sight, mill offal would
seem to invalidate this argument. Actually
it does not, for the local prices of bran and
pollard were dropped £1 a ton immediately
importing supplies from the East was con-
templated. There are, of course, certain sub-
stitutes for onions—leeks and shallots; bhut
I do mnot think we need seriousiv consider
those. Members of Parliament sometimes
have the nnpleasant tazk of eating the leek,
but I hope that will not be the lot of the
member for South Fremantle in respect to
this Bill. The movement for control is not
a mere flash in the pan: it has heen urged
and desired for many years past and it is
gratifying to note that the market gardeners
of Oshorne Park, Wanneroo, Pickering
Brook, Harvey and other places ave joining
together as a oarket gardeners’ association,
with the ohjeect of bringing about some
eontrol; in other words having some
say in the retnrn they receive for their
labour. In this new organisation that is be-
ing set up—and no doubt many of its mem-
bers will be concerned in the passage of the
Bill—there are various nationalities repre-
sented. They may be zaid to he as varied
as is the map of Europe. Rules have been
prepared by a well-known solicitor and
arrangements have heen made for the legal
ineorporation of the organisation. At
Spearwood there is a splendidly organ-
1sed, independent and virile organisa-
tion, which has been in existence for
meny years. The people there are combin-
ing with the Market Gardeners’ Association
of Western Australia. In fact, they are a
very important part of it. If the Bill goes
through and operates satisfactorily, no
doubt it will be of great assistance to the
organisation. The trouble is, as seems to
be general in connection with primary pro-
ducers, that vegetable growers do not re-
ceive a fair price for their product. The
consumers are getting cheap vegetables at
the expense of the growers. However, the
Bill before us is restricted to onions, There
does not seem any necessity to tell any
stories of hard Iuzek which are continunally
arising, nor even stories about ‘‘red ink’’
as the Americans say when the returns
show a deficit. The time undoubtedly has
come when the protection that is being
sought should be given to the growers of
onions and I commend the member for
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South Fremantle for introdueing the Bill.
I express the hope that success will follow
hig efforts. I shall certainly support the
Bill and I repeat that it is a pity the Gov-
ernment did not introduce it. I should
like to hear that old stalwart on marketing
control, the Minister for Lands, giving his
blessing to the Bill. In my youthful idea-
lism I was thrilled to think and to realise
that a Minister of the Crown was so con-
cerned as far back as fifteen years ago about
the needs of the unfortunate producers. 1t
15 not too late for the Minister for Lands
fo express his sentiments to-night.

Ay, Cross: He is not listening to you.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps not, but the
Minister has the faculty of being able to
earry on a conversation and at the same
time listen to what is going on. That only
comes through long practice, a practice that
cnables the Minister to pexrform two duties
at the one time. I know that control of
marketing is supported by every member
whe is progressive in thought, and who has
veal regard for those that are concermed in
earning a living from the soil. Further, it
posinlates something in the way of demo-
eraey, beeause whether a man grows onions,
or rans a fleet of buses, or eontrols any
other industrial organisation, he has the
sane problems to face. In this instance
we sav that the problems of the onion grow-
ers should receive every consideration. I trust
the Bill will have a successful passage and
that it will solve the difficulties of those
concerned, people who I am sure if they do
obtain this mmeasure will aet fairly with
the public and receive treatment they have
never before had,

MR, BOYLE (Avon) [8.13}: I support
the second reading of the Bill and 1 am
sure it will have -the wholehearted support
of members of the Country Party benches.
Tt is the thin end of the wedge in market:
ing legislation and I consider it is appro-
priate that the commencement should be
made with onions, becanse it is said that
an onion a dav keeps the doctor away,
though others might say that an onion a
dav keeps everybody away. The applica-
tion of marketing to onions is, in my opin-
ion, appropriate beeause onion growing is
a small industry that is established in the
metropolitan area. It will prove an exeel-
lent starting point and will enable ns
to see how efficiently the legislation
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applied to the marketing of this
commodity can be carried out. Another
fact that appeals to me is that one

clanse of the Bill gives the hoard power {o
fix prices, I remember that when a deputa-
tion of the Spearwood onion-growers waited
upon the Minister for Agrvieulture, the
Minister told them that he approved of their
arguments in favour of the establishment of
a marketing hoard, hut that he objected to
the fixing of prices for growers. The leader
of the depulation informed the Minister that
the fixing of prices was the basie objective
of the deputation, and that in view of the
Minister’s statement, the deputation fell
short of obtaining complete suecess. The
clause of the Bill to which I have referred,
however, gives power to the proposed board
to fix prices and to finance its operations.
In shert, it is a complete marketing Aect,
such as those on the Country Party Benches
advocate. T hope our Nationalist friends
have their colleefive eav to the ground in
this regard. It is very fine that a Labour
member—and one who is essentially a repre-
sentative of the consumers—should be geized
with the necessity for justice being meted
out to a section of the electors of his consti-
tueney that consists of primary producers.

Mr. Sleeman: All he wants is a fair deal
for everybody.

Mr. BOYLE: All we want is a fair dea!
for evervbody, but 1 and other members on
this side of the House have occasionally to
listen to a criticism, or as one member put
it, a heating of drums concerning our desire
to penalise the consumers. We do not ade
voeate penalising lthe consumers, hui we do
want a fair deal for the producers. That
there is an increasing tendency towards the
regimentation of primary producers must be
patent to all men and particularly those in
pablic life. That is a natural corollary to
the regimentation of industrial life, and 1
cannot for the life of me see what valid ob-
jeetion ean be raised to the attempt by the
primary producers to imitate the snceessful
tactics of other sections of industry. The
Bill, moved hy a Labour member is an ad-
misston that it is only right and just that
such a regimentation should he proceeded
with. Another fact that appeals to me is
this: That this regimentation must be of an
Australian-wide character. The Minister for
Lands has just returned from the Eastern
States from a conference af which he
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pledged the Government of Western Aus-
tralia fo the fixing of a home consumption
price for wheat ih Aunstralia.

The Minister for Lands: Not on this prin-
ciple.

Mr., Sampson: But you did speak in
favour of a similar prineiple.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister says, “Not on
this principle,” but it was a prineiple that
can stand side hy side with this one.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr, BOYLE: Yes. Without digressing
top far from the subject of onions, I point
out that the Minister has agreed to the fx-
ing of a price for flour, and to the ap-
peintment of a bhoard to control prices.
He has agreed that the wheatgrowers
should receive a fixed price of 4s. 8d.
a boshel at the siding for their wheat.
Where is the difference hetween this Bill
and what the Minister and the representa-
tives of the other States of Australia have
agreed to?

The Minister for Tands: T will tell you
later on.

M:. BOYLE: The
argne away from the facts to explain any
difference. I hope the Bill will be the fore-
runner of many others of the same type.
The final clanse states it must be in eon-
formity with the Constitution Act of Awus-
tralia, That mecans that it is on all fours
with the Bili that the Deputy-Premier is
shortly to introduee in this Honse,

The Minister for Lands: T will speak ow
that subjeet later on.

My, BOYLE: T am making an ordinary
comnonsense deduction from the facts
placed hefore us. The circumstances are
that the representatives of all the Govern-
ments in Anstralia have agreed to do cer-
tain things, and the member for South Fre-
mantle {Mr. Fox) has introduced a Bill to
apply the same principles to the onion in-
dustry, particolarly in Fremantle, or the
districts close to Fremantle. Consequently
I find wmyself in complete agreement with
the member for South Fremantle.

The Minister for Mines: There is some-
thing wrong with it then.

Mr. BOYLE: I find myself in complete
agreement also with the Minister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: No, you do not.

Mr. BOYLE: Absolutely; though, T
admit, for the first time in my life. I have
no diffienity in reeonciling my point of view
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with the viewpoint of the member for South
Fremantle. The member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) says it is an aet of justice. It
may be a belated act of justice, but justice
is Just as sweet no watter how long it is
delayed, and in this instance, justice will
be done to the growers. In the same way,
the Bill to be introduced by the Minister for
Lands will constitute one step towards secur-

ing justice for the wheatgrowers. I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

ME. THORN (Toodyay) [821]: 1
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. HEGNEY (Middie Swan) {8.22]: 1
intend to support the sccond reading, be-
cause the Bill will give to the producers on
whose behalf the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Fox) has introduced the mea-
sare, an opportunity of obtaining at least a
fair return for their labour. Some years
ago the Collier Government introduced a Bill
known as the Primary Produets Marketing
Bill. Had that been passed, its provisions
would have enabled the onion-growers or
any other growers to take a poll with g
view to the organised marketing of their
products. The Bill pessed the Assembly,
buat was defeated in another place. T under-
stand that the Oppesition came from mem-
bers representing apple-growers and others
in the Nelson electorate, and those members
had sufficient influence to bring ahout the
defeat of the measure, which I believe was
rejected by one vote. I want to make it
clear that a Labour Government initiated
that Bill, which was to provide for the mar-
keting of primary products, and that, had
the measure become law, producers such as
the onion-growers, would have heen able to
organise the marketing of their produets.

During the recess I had an opportunity of
visiting the Eastern States. The Minister
for Agricnliure knows that in the State
from which he eame a good deal of market-
ing takes place. The Minister for Agricul-
ture in that State, who has just been on a
visit to Western Australia, discussed the
matter of marketing with me, though I was
not long with him, T also discussed the
matter with an officer of his department in
-whose company I spent a day. He told me
that for most of the primary indusiries in
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Queensland, marketing boards had been es-
tablished, and that those boards had been
very successful. He asked me whether many
primary producing constituencies in West-
ern Australia were represented by Labour
men. I told him that unfortunately not
many were represented by Labour men, but
that the representatives were mostly Coun-
try Party members. He then told me that
as a result of the Queensland legislation
the Labour Party had a lien on eertain coun-
try seats and obtained support from
primary producers in the country be-
cause of the existence of marketing
hoards and the opportunities provided
for organised marketing under the
Queensland laws. T was commissioned by the
member for South Fremantle to make in-
quiries in Vietoria regarding the marketing
of onions. Aceordingly, I interviewed Mr.
Ryan, an officer of the Vietorian Department
of Agricultuve, with whom I discussed the
matter. Onion-growers in that State have
been functioning under an Act for three
vears, and while, at the beginning, the sys-
tem was not guife successful, it gave the
growers an opportunity to earrv on.  The
Commonwealth Bank financed them and has
continued to do zo. Under the Vietorian
marketing Aect, it s competent—and a simi-
lar provision is made in the Bill now hefore
us—for 60 per cent. of the growers to take
a poll and for the majority to decide to form
themselves into a marketing honrd. TIf it is
good enough for Victoria to organise along
those lines and to ensure that the producers
tn this industry obtain a fair return for their
product, T see no reason why similar legisla-
tion should not apply here. and in view of
the fact that a Tabour Government on a
previous oeeasion sponsored a primary pro-
ducts marketing Bill, the present Govern-
ment should support the Bill under dizcus-
sion.  We will await with interest the re-
marks of the Minister for Agrieulture on
this matter.

Anaother Bill hefore the Honse at present
15 one for the establishment of a bureau of
industry and eeonomic rescarch. The aim is
to initiate secondarv industries in this State,
The onion industry is one in which primary
producers are engaged, and it is in the dol-
drums int various periods of the year hecause
of a surfeit of production. We are all aware
that from time to time yrowers of vegetables
and other eommodities supplied to the con-
swining public do not receive a reasonable
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return {or their labour. We hear of growers
taking to the market cauliflowers and other
preduce necessary to the well-being of the
community, and many of them reeciving
nothing at alt for their labour. I do not read
inte the Bill, as the member for Avon (Mr.
Boxle) does, a proposal for fixed prices,
The mensure does propose fo organise the
industry, and regulate the market, thus en-
suring reasonable returns fo growers n
periods of glut. The mewmber for Swan (Mr.
Sampszon) made an observation to the effect
that eonsumers get cheap commodities at the
expense of growers. That 1s not a fact. The
iruih is that the conswmer has to pay high
prices to-day cven though there may be a
glat in the market to-morrow. It is the dis-
tributors, and those engaged in the market-
ing system, who cexpleit both consumer and
producer. The price is kept high to the con-
snmer, though the producer receives little for
his labour. Therefore the statement of the
member for Swan is not in accordance with
fact. Me has an altogether wrong eoncep-
tion of that phase. In my opinion the grow-
ers are entitled to a reasonable return for
their labour. It has been suggested to me
that others engaged in production are also
entitled to a reasonahle veturn for the ser-
viees they render to the community, As a
Lahour member, and a Labour man all my
life, | have agitated for the right of lahour
fo reeeive a fair return.  If that 15 good
enough for those engaged in secondary in-
dustries, it is good enongh for those in other
avocations.

I listened attentively to the specch of the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox) in
moving (he second reading, I am unable to
* diseover in the measure anything that will
prove detrimental to the interests of the von-
snmer. It inay he snggested that to give the
power Jroposed will mean the raising of
prices (0 the consumer, hut I do not think
anything of the kind will take place. If the
measure is enaeted, it ean be tried out: and
if it proves suceesstul, and if there ave other
industries in the doldvums with the worker
not getting a fair refurn, we can apply
similar legislation to them. I am glad to
support the second reading. Amendments
may he required in the Committee stage.
Various elauses may not be agreed to in toto.
Nevertheless the proposal which the member
for Seuth Fremantle has incorporated in the

S0P
measure i» sound aml logical. Therefore T
support the second reading.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
Juurned,

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT,
Necond Reading.
Debate resumed from the Tth September.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [8.34]: T
intend to sapport the second reading, hut
whilst not agreeing with the measure in its
entirety, 1 consider that the principle of en-
abling women 1o sit on juries is sound and
Vight.

My, Marshall: You are only playing to
the eallery!

My, SLEEMAN: T remember that in 1924
the interjector and I were responsible for
having & Bill of this nature recommitted on
thiee different oceasions in order to put up a
Eght for the presenee of women on juries. A
provision similar to that contained in this
Bill was enacted then. Personallv I do nof
think wotnen shounld he put on the jury list.
Neither should wumen he subjecied fo the
indignity of applying to have their names
placed on that list.  That provision was
etruck out of the carlier Bill, subjeet to-
women having the right to decline, in writing,
o sit on juries. T do not think women should
he compelled to write asking to be placed on
the jury list if they desire to serve as jurors.
Persistence in that proposal means that not
many women would apply. Possibly women
prominent in publie life and taking a keen:
interest in the affairs of the eountry might
make applieation: but the average woman
would not do so, if the matter was left to her.
Therefore T hope that in Committee the Bill
will be amended ns was the Bill of 1924, and’
that the women of this eountry will have the:
right to sit on juries, together with the right
to decline to sit. Tn 1924 the property quali-
fieation for women jurors was elintinated in
Committee. Thus was recognised the right of
women te sit on juries. The percentage of
women qualified subject to a property quali-
fication would not be lavge. T think the mem-
her for Subiace {(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) wilt
agree that there are in Western Australia
hundreds of women who have the necessary
nhility to serve on juries but who wonld not
be able to satisfy the property qualification.
With these adjustments made in Committee,
the Bill will beeome a good measure.
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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [8.36]: It is not
often that I rush in where angels fear to
tread, but Y should like te give my opinion
about a mensure of this character. I have no
doubt that some hon. members regard such
legislation as an indieation of progress. They
have an idea that this is doing something for
the people, or for one seetion of the com-
munity—something that is desired, something
that ercates an uplift for society: and that
sort of impression 1s apt to get abroad with-
out a clear understanding of the subject. The
Bill proposes that any woman who desires
to serve on a jury shall be entitled to serve if
she makes application. But, really, who
wants to serve on a jury—either man or
woman? What bencfit will it confer upon
the other sex to let them sit on juries? What
uplift does it give them? It may give them
certain responsibilities. It may give them
certain experiences, if they desire to have
those experiences. But it will not do any-
thing to advance society in general. What is
happening in the world to-day when women,
the sex whom we all respect, feel it essential
that they shall enter into all avenues of life,
merely to assert their rights? I am prepared
to vote for the passing of the Bill and for
giving women all the rights they want, if
they think that will make for happiness; hut
iiv my opinion this sort of legislation does not
advance society at all. 1 hope T speak with all
respect for the opinions of the hon. member
who introduced the Bill, but my feeling is
that the entrance of women into all the
avenues of life, jostling with men, strugeling
with men to assert themselves, will be to their
great disadvantage. It has heen to women’s
distinet disadvantage so far. In my opinion,
it is largely responsible for the unhappy state
of socicty to-day. I hope T do not speak
nerety as an old-fashioned person. T have a
very great respect for women. I think all
men have.. I know it is a tradition and an
innate principle of men to be chivalrous.
The great majority of men ave naturslly
chivalrous.  Their whole aim is to pro-
tect women, shelter women, and husband
women. So far as I see it, the de-
sire of some women—not all women—
to compete with men in every avenue of
life on the pretence that they are taking
their proper place in the world leads them
into avenues of life which in my opinion,
have not been to their advantage. The
member for Subinco sometimes quotes Holy
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Writ. 1 am not good at quotation myself,
but T refer her to that passage of Holy Writ
which refers to the valiant woman. Did
that woman want to sit on juries? Did she
want fo compete with men, to jostle in the
market-place with men, to take her place
with men in worldly preoccupations? No.
She was an entirely different person. She
was a woman who supported her husband
and her family by her sympathy and help
in the home, She had an empire to
herself. T do not intend to oppose
the Bill, though I think women bave
lost greatly by going out into the
world and seeking opportunities which
they would he happier without. I have
heard travellers say that in Germany the
women are great supporters of Hitler, and
that the reason is not far to seek: that
Hitler sent them back to the homes and gave
them husbands and children.

Mr. Fox: That need not stop them from
sitting on juries.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: My ex-
perience i that the home is the place where
women are happy. What more beautiful
thing is there in life than to sce a woman
in her home surrounded with a family,
sheltering that family, succouring that
family, and teaching that family, and set-
ting it an example? The mother in the
home—a home with children, where she
zives her husband and her echildren moral
sapport and sympathy—can she serve a
higher purpose? Much of the unhappiness
in the world to-day is due to the fact that
that great prineiple has been lost sight of. I
do not greatly object if some women
want .fo serve on juries, but I some-
times think some of their activities
are foolish. I am a marvied man my-
self, and my wife will probably take me to
task to-morrow for what I am saying now.
Some ladies in pnblic life used to tell me
confidentially that they could be of great
help to publiec men.

Mr. Fox: What a chance you missed!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wisely
I knew in my heart that suech a woman
could be of no help at all. What public
man wants a woman at the other end of the
table in the morning at breakfast time to
discuss with him the newspaper report of
last night’s Parliamenfary proceedings?
Women have played a great part in the
world because they have opportunities that
men eannot have., Yet women are throwing
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all that away and for what? To sit on juries
and for similar activities, I max be chastised
for what I am saying but T must take that
risk. There never was a time in history that
I know of—and I have read a fair amount
of history—when there were so many active
bodies composed exclusively of, women bent
on saving the world. Before women obtained
the vote they made great saerifices to get it.
Thev said it they zot the vote there would
be a new world. Well, they have the vote,
but it has made ne material diffevence. In
my opinion women possess about the same
amount of original sin as do men. We were
told that it women got the vote we would
have purer politics, hetter politics. T have
heen in Parliament a long time and politics
are no bheiter as a result of represenfation
by women. The vote to women has made no
difference whatever. Again, men may say
hard things on a publie platform or in this
Hounse and ailowanees are made aceord-
ingly, but one hecomes disillusioned when
one finds women during elections eanvassing
house after house and saying just as harsh
things. So I say women have made no dif-
ferenee in polities,

I have always been puzzled by the talk
of sex antagonism which is said to exist.
Probably some wmembers know more about
it than T do. T confess that T know nothing
about it although I am a married man.
I do not know of the existence of sex antag-
onism; in faet, T helieve the contrary to
be the case. Why, if there were sex
anfagonism, there would he no marriages.
My expervienee has been that the vast major-
ity of men have a great respeet for women,
and show great chivalry to women, and no
matter what women do, I hope that spirit
will continue. Revecting to the organisa-
tions that women formed in order to save
the world, T hope they are playing a use-
ful part. The other day, however, T was
impressed by a remark made to the Acting
Minister for Education, A women's
organisation  requested  that more money
should be provided by the Government
for domestic science teaching in schonls.
One lady was reported to have made the
astounding statement that her danghter had
Jearnt to cook half a potato and one sausage
roll, but found it impossible to cook for a
family. Surely that would nol be eor-
reet! It seemed incredible to me that
a woman should go to the Govern-
ment and ask for the expenditure of
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money on educating children in a diree-
tion that should be the responsibility of the
parents. What was the woman doing if
she taught her children no mere than that,
and what serviee would she be able to give
society ?

Myr. Patrick: I imagine that she would
give her hushand o fairly vough time.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: TWhat
service could that woman give socicty, in
face of an admission that her daughter pos-
sessed such limited qualifieations?

Mr. Fox: Too much tinned food perhaps.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: Therefore
I am seeptieal about the usefulness of such
agtivities. Perhaps I am very old-fashioned,
but [ feel that all this disputation by
women for a place in worldly affairs will
cause them to lose tenfold more than
they will gain. What woman wants to serve
on a jury! Most men would shirk the
dnty if they ecould.

My, Marshall: They deliberately attempt
to avoid it.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
memnber for Subiges evidently thinks she is
making a tremendous advance by advocat-
ing the right of women to sit on juries when
nobody else wants o do so. A new world,
we are ftold! 1 have the solid eonviction
that women to-day, by these new activities,
are the losers, not the gainers. It may be
that some women feel they ave fitted for
tasks that men have to undertake, but cer-
tain it is that the majority of women do not
want such activities. So I do not think they
want legislation of this type.

I do not propose to vote against the hon.
member’s Bill.  She vegards it as import-
ant and I regard it as ubterly unimportant.
I should like to point out to her that if
thousands of women in this community
were consulted, even those 1in ‘husiness,
they would not agree with her. I know
dozens of women filling positions formerly
gecupied by men.  During their earlier
vears of husiness life, those women were
happy and interested in their weork, but as
the vears passed they became disappointed
beeause thev had not undertaken the natu-
ral obligations of life. I meet with them
and talk with them: in faet, I have spoken
to girls holding good Government pesi-
tions, and they arve disuppointed at not
having married. I eannot believe that legis-
[ation of this kind will do any good, but
if there are some women who wish to sit
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on juries, I have no abjection to their doing
s0. At ihe same time T hope there are not
tao many. I sineerely hope my wife will
have no desire to serve on a jury. I shounld
not like to get up one morning and find
my wife in a hurry and be told, *“You ean-
net have eggs and bacon for breakfast io-
day beeause I am going fo sit on a jury.”’

My, Sleeman: You wounld have to get
your own breakfast that morning.

Afr. Marshall: And hers, too, before she left.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not

think that will be wmy experience. I
assurec the hon. memher that although
this legislation, may appeal to her, it

does not appeal to me. In my opinion
there is no such thing as sex antagonism,
and never was. Women have no nced to
sit on juries in order to secure fairness for
their own sex or for the opposite sex. Men,
we know, do not want to sit on juries. The
jury system is popular beeause juries often

do not conviet when they should. Men
serve beeause they eannot avoid ser-
vice. The presence of women on juries

will not make any difference. 1 should
like to see woman given opportuni-
ties in the home. I should like to see her
with a hushand, a home anad children. That
is the ideal. It is probably an old-fashioned
idea but I cannot help that.

Mr. Sleeman: Bring down a Bill to that
end.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To have
women happily married and with children
would be the best thing that could happen
to Western Australia. All legislation of
this kind, and all the movements to
enable women to take n more active
part in the affairs of the country
will not Dbring happiness to women.
What this country needs is happy homes and
happy children well brought up. Nothing
is needed so badly as good homes and good
childven, for with them we ceuld build a
nation. If such an uplift is intended, T will
support any measure to bring it about in the
way I have mentioned. T respect the hon.
member’s opinions and have probably made
what she regards as an old-fashioned speech.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I stand
for the old idea that a mother, in her children,
has the greatest scope in the world, and this
young nation has suffered, and will eontinue
to suffer, if women will expend their energics
and activities on things that are of very
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little moment, This proposal for women
to serve on juvies does not matter in the
least; it s of no importance. If the hon.
member will lead a erusade to give women
decent homes, and make them happy in their
homeg, and set a good social standard and
sound ideals of morality, I will be with her.

Mr, Marshali: Now you eertainly will
hear from Mrs. Troy in the morning.
" The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: T have
alluded to the women whpn never sat on a
inry and never stood for Parliament as the
mainstay of the nation. Whether my re-
marks are regarded as old-fashioned does
not matter. I am firmly convineed that the
thrusting of women into the world has done
them ne good. Not nearly such high re-
spect is entertained for women now as was
the ease in my yonnger days. I remember
that when I went out info the worll as a
vouth T regarded womnan as being on quite
a different plane. There was a recognised
convention in those times, even though woman,
on agquaintance, might not have proved as
ideal as I first thought. But there has been
a drift, and it has proved a distinet disad-
vantage. T shounld like to see a reiurn of
those old days when there was not the fami-
linrity that now exists, and when reverence
and respect were entertained for women. If
those times could return, T am sore we
would all be the happier, and that it would
be better for the nation and for women par-
ticularly. I will offer no opposition to that
which the hon, member desires in this piece
of legislation, but I can assure her that
society will not be beneficially affected,
neither will women be advantaged.

The Minister for Works: With those re-
servations, you support the Bill.

HON. N. KEEENAN (Nedlands) [9.1]:
I also support the Bill. I undersiand that
the Minister, having given many and potent
reasons why he shounld oppoese it, will alse
support the measure. With a good many of
the statements made by the Minister, I am
sufficiently old to find myself in full accord.
The world is ehanging. It is no use our
trying to resurrect the ages that have
passed, I am afraid, forever. Women have
undoubtedly lost, in the opinion of some of
us, a lot of what I may deseribe as the spe-
cial privileges they enjoyed in other days.
At their own distinet wish they have cast
on one side those privileges, and asked to be
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allowed to come down from the pedestal on
which they stood, and to take part in the
life of the community in a very large mea-
sure on equal terms with men. They have
done somethineg more than that.

AMr. Raphaei : They have worn the trousers
instead of us.

Hon. N. KEENAN: In the dayvs the Min-
ister and I recall, women oceupied a position
of very great weakness. They were almost
afraid to travel alone in a train, and, if
they were young persons, a journey by train
would he looked upon with considerable tre-
pidation by their relations. In many wavs
women remained groewn up children, depend-
ing entirely on the proteetion of the male
for doing even the most simple things in
life. They have thrown all that away.
Nowadays, of their own will, they have
stepped down from the pedestal we placed
them on in those earlier daws, and have
asked for the right to take part in life on
the same level and subject to the same eon-
ditions to a large extent as those that affeet
men. I think it is ‘correct to say that the
Bill amounts to nothing at all, but it is in-
correct to say that men look on the duty
of serving on juries as something they wounld
very much wish to avoid. Suppose fo-mor-
row we proposed fo take away that right
from men, to abolish the jury system alto-
gether, What a howl there would be!

Mr. Patrick: If we gave them the right
to refuse to serve it would he difficult fo get
a jurv together.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, because we are
convinced that the most satisfactory form
of trial in eriminal cases and many eivil
cases is to be found in the jury system. Tt
is true that a number of people, no matter
how much they may valoe some privilege
which also involves a duty. will endeavour
to shirk that duty. The same position arises
with regard to women. It is no new thing
to have women on juries. They have been
on juries in the United Kingdom for many
vears, and have proved most satisfaetory.
I have never yet scen in any law journal any
comment of a deprecatory chavacter on the
fact that women have sat on criminal and
¢ivil juries in the Home country.

Alr. Marshall: Have yon heard that said
about men sitting on jurics without women?

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have heard no-
thing detrimental to the system, exeept that
occasionally verdiets are pronounced by
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Juries, whether mixed or comprising men
alone, that it would be difficult to reconecile
with the evidence given.

Mr. Marshall: Do yon know anything
detrimental to juries consisting only of men?

Hon. X. KEENAN: XNo, but, as I said,
there ave cases where juries have returned
verdicts it is difficult to reconeile with
the evidence. That applies equally to juries
eonsisting only of men, und to mixed juries,
The idea is not new. T find it was
adopted in Queensland in 1923. The Act
was exaectly op similar lines to the Bill be-
fore us. It was brought in by Mr. Theodore,
when Premier of a Labour Government. The
proposal was fthat if a woman wished to
serve on a jury she was to notify the anthe-
rity named in the Act—it is immaterial what
particular authority is set up—and having
notified that anthority, she was then liable
to serve on a jury. If she did not answer
when ealled on a pancl, she was liable to a
finc just as men are. That gets over a lot
of the difficulty of women who eannot eon-
veniently serve on a jury, those who have
large families o look after, or are in a poor
statc of health, or are expecting another
member of the family. If therve is any
hlame attachable to their heing on a jury
list, the blame must he placed upon their
shoulders, They can remove themsclves
From the list if they find that being on it
interferes with their domestic work. T can
sce no objection to the Bill. Tt is not a jump
in the dark. Tt is merely applying to West-
ern Australia what has been found to work
satisfactorily in other States and in the
Homeland, as well as in  Ameriea and
TFrance. I do not suggest there is any pos-
sible eomparison between our jury system
and the earrying out of the duties that are
discharged by juries in France. In that
country a jury frequently allows itself to
he carrvied away by emotion, and sentiment
rules far more highly than evidence. What-
ever may be the drawbacks of our jury sys-
tem, they will not be increased by the in-
clusion of women on juries. Whatever vir-
tues may lie in the jury system will not be
affected by the passage of this measure. T
hepe the Bill will be supported by the House
in the form in which it is submitted hy the
member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver.)

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.10]: The
Minister forr Lands, of eourse, is in disagrec-
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ment with the member for Subiaco (Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver). That is the difference be-
tween stagnation and progress. She ought
to be llattered. He talks about relegating
women io their homes, and the beautifol em-
pire they serve when surrounded by children.
Many women in bygone davs were sur
rounded in their homes hy children. They
were not empresses rnling over an empire,
but slaves working early and late, struggling
to meet the needs of a large family. Refer-
ence was made to the member for Subince
leading a ernsade for larger families. I do
not think there is much sineerity in that sug-
gestion. Whilst members in this ITouse tali
ahout the need for bigger families, there are
wothers of seven or eight children living
within a stone’s throw of the Chamber. The
Minister for Lands and his colleagues are
prepared to do nothing more for them than
give them 49s. a week to live on.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is get-
ting away from the question.

My, RUGHES: 1 am dealing with the
illustrations afforded by the Minister for
Lands.

My, SPEAKER: T did not hear the Min-
ister, otherwise T would have stopped him. I
hope the hon. member will not proceed fur-
ther on those lines.

Mr. HUGHES: I am unfortunate to be on
the side of your good car, Mr. Speaker. The
idea of relegating women to their homes be-
longs to an age that is past. Women are
taking their proper place in the world. We
are giving them the same facilities for educa-
tion and acecess to the University that we are
giving to men. We are providing them with
the means for intellectual development that
for so long were denied te them. We are
compelling them to take their place in the
community whether they like it or not. We
have praetieally pushed them out of their
homes into publie Jife, by foreing them to put
their names on the roll and to vote. They are
ecompelled to take their places as citizens.
Half of the community is made up of
women. T am glad to see them hecoming
self-reliant. It is & good thing that our
daughters ean stand on their own feet in-
stead of being dependent on some man, who
may turn out to he a waster and who may
leave them high and dry. T am glad they ave
developing their intellect and taking their
place in the community, so that if mis-
fortune comes upon them they can fend for
themseclves. The more opportunities we give
them to do that, the betler for the nation.

[ASSEAMBLY.]

The Eaet that they should wang to take their
place an juries is not so much that they wish
to serve in that eapacity, but it represents a
further step forward in the equalisation of
male and female. The world is no warse olf
tor the different sleps that have heen taken
to give females the same rights ns males.
Have we had any worse government hecanse
women have heen given a vete ¢r have been
allowed to sit in Parliament? Has the world
deteriorated because (hey have been allowed
to attend the Universities and study for
various professions? Into the avenues in
which they have entered they have hrought
a different outlook, and this must improve
the general situation. The Minister for
Lands talked about womien’s experience in
their home and in lhe rearing of families.
These very characteristies would stand to
them as members of juries, far more so than
they wonld in the case of men silting on
juries, Women who have reared familics
and have had the experience of bringing np
their own children are vieh in a knowledge
of human nature. They have a sym-
pathetic  understanding of the short-
comings and failure of their fellow human
heings. They have seen them for a genera-
tien in their own honschold and have had to
deal with them. What hetter qualifieation
eould e brought to bear upon a jury, when
some nnfortunate individual has transgressed
the law, is standing his frial, and is not
sufficiently influentinl to induce Parliament
to hring down a Bill to absolve him?
Me has to take the consenuences of his short-
vromings. That is the time when human
understanding and sympathy are needed. The
fact that a woman has veared a large
family, or indeed any family, and that she
has an opportunity to serve, will improve
the jury system. One great defect of that
system is that it is so restricted. All sorts of
peaple are exempted from service on the
jury, and therefore juries are drawn from a
limited seetion of the eommunity. The sug-
westion that jurymen are reluetant to con-
viet is not eorrect. In the majority of in-
stances jurymen do conviet. If a record
were perused of the eriminal eases tried by
juries, it would be found that in a great
majority, eonvietions had been registered.
On the other hand, some jurymen are too
ready to conviet. Some are willing to con-
viet the moment the aceused person is
¢harged. On the other hand, there are some
individuals wha will not ngree to a convie-
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tion if they can possibly cvade the responsi-
bility, but suvch instanees are rare. The
goneral hody of jurymen are willing to
weigh the evidence and arrive at a decision.
I do nat think they show any more capacity
for so doing than they wonld if they hap-
pened to be mothers. Women are quite
capable of arriving at logical deduections as
are men; so why should we cxclude them
from serving on juries? Why should we
endeavour to burlesque the ciforts of the
member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) ?
Why should we hark back fo the good old
days when women were regarded as chattels,
as they arc in some backward countries to-
day? The speech delivered by the Minister
for Lands indicated that he has never read
history, the whole trend of which has been
towards the gradual emancipation of women.
The Minister referred back 2,000 years, and
mentioned Holy Writ. The Founder of
Holy Writ made a speeial feature of the
uplift of women, and He established women’s
rights. Ever since then there has been a
continuous mareh forward to provide women
with opportunitics, Why should waman nnt
enjoy opportunities in the world and the
right to expand her intetleet? Why should
she not be allowed her place in the sun
equally with men? Anyone having children
of both sexes reeognises the justice of that
¢laim. "Why should a parent say, “My
danghter shall not have a piace in the sun
hat my boy shall”? Why should not the
daughter’s talents be developed? The first
steps in the emancipation of women origi-
nated with men of broad vision. It did not
emanate from men who looked back to the
old days when females werc chattels. They
had a better understanding, and had a more
progressive and more humane outlook. The
member for Subinco merely wishes to carry
that mareh of progress one step foward. Tt
15 a pity she is not able to go still further
and seeure the removal of all sex disqualifi-
cations, and to sccure the granting of equal
rights of citizenship irrespective of sex. In
the Freneh Revolution the proud boast was
that the citizen and ecitizenesses enjoved
similar standing. So it has been with every
revolutionary movement that has been de-
signed to sweep away the old order and
establish the new. In cvery instanee one
fundamental has heen the granting to women
of their place in the sun. T hope the Bill
will become law, The member for Snbiace
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deserves well of the community, not only
of the women but of the males, because she
is willing to further the march of progress.
Even if women were permitted to interfere
in Government and even if they secured
absolute eontrol in Western Australia, we
have this safeguard that they could not do
worse than men have done. In those eir-
ecumstances, we have nothing to lose. We
have not governed the eountry so well that
we should desire to keep women off the
Treasury Bench. Are we to tell women that
we want balies and require them badly, and
at the same time inform them that if they
produce the children we will do nothing to-
wards feeding and clothing the liftle ones?
If we cannot hring about a beiter ountlook
through the advent of women on juries or in
polities, then we certainly cannot do worse
than we are doing at present. T have much
pleazure in supporting the Bill, as I sup-
ported a similar measure in 1924, Tn that
vear the Bill was passed in this House, but
unfortunately did not become law. Possibly
the passage of 14 years has broadened the
minds of some peonle, and that mav load to
the hope that in 1938 we shail be morc sne-
cessful than we were in 1924,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.24]:
I support the sceond reading of the Bill
but I remind the member for East Perth
{Mr. Hughes) that the present Bill is no-
thing like the Bill we passed in 1924,
not by a long way. The Bill that was
inlroduced was not the Bill that went to

another place where it was ultimately de-
feated. There are objectionable features

in the present measure to which I desire
to refer. I subseribe to Lhe contention that
woimnen have a right to serve on juries, and
1 ean see no objeetion o that at all. The
Minister for Lands raised ne objection.
He subscribed to an idea that is ancient
and therefore out-of-date. 1 do not de-
sire to revert to the old days, but T do not
wish in this vear of grace io subseribe
holus-bolus to a picece of legislation that
savs that a person who has £50 represented
in real estate or €130 in hard cash may
be singled out for special treatment or
allowed to think he or she is more intelli-
zent than the perzon who happens to live
in more humble and straitened cirenm-
stanees. That is a most objectionable fea-
ture. The hon, member must know that a
female is not more intelleetual beecause she
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happens te possess a little wealth, than her
sister who possesses none.

Mr, Raphael: That is the old-fashioned
idea of the Bill.
© Mr, MARSHALIL: I respect the person
who has wealth in human ideals. That is
the natural qualification that shounld en-
title a person to sit on the jury. If the
member for Subiaco’s Bill is passed, it
will debar many of both sexes from serving
on juries. It will certainly debar many of
her own sex, and the Act provides restric-
tions on males because they are not sup-
posed to be good enough or intelleetnal
enough for that duty as they do not possess
some wealth. If the member for East Perth
is desirons of forwarding the mareh of
progress, he will take up the stand that
he adopted in 1924

Mr. Hughes: Yes, we endeavourved f{o
amend the Bill then.

Mr. MARSHALL: We did not try to
do so; we did amend it after having it re-
committed on three different occasions. The
member for Kast Perth was somewhat in-
accurate in saying the present Bill is simi-
lar to the earlier measure, because it is not
similar. I do not know what the attitude
of the member for Subiaco may be, but I
believe very few women will ever indicate
any desire whatever to sit on a jury., Very
few males have any desire to do so. I do
not know that the passing of the Bill will
make any great difference. Nevertheless,
I subseribe to the principle that is involved.

Mr. Sleeman: Will women write in and
ask to be permitted to sit on juries?

My, MARSHALL: I do not agree with
that aspeet. Very few women will desire
to sit on juries. I am positive that the
Crown Law Department or magistrates will
not have to work overtime answering writ-
ten applications from women for the right
to sit on juries. There may be a few who
will be anxious to avail themselves of the
privilege, and their desire will be gvatified
if the Bill becomes law. If we are to be
consistent, however, and do all things eal-
enlated to forward the march of progress,
then we will place females in the same posi-
tion as males, and require them to sit on
juries when called upon to do so. There
would, of ecourse, he some few reservations
that females are entitled to enjoy, but those
considerations will be very few. Apart
from those features, they should be obliged
to sit when required. In speaking in sup-
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port of her Bill, the member for Subiaco
advanced an argument to which I cannotl
subseribe. She suggested that an Irishman
could see no wrong in another Irishman.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Very little.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the hon. member
had witnessed some of the combats T saw
on the goldfields in the early days, she
would quickly change her mind. If there
was one thing that an Irishman enjoyed, it
was a fight with one of his countrymen.

Mr, Sleeman: Were you in them?

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be a general
brawl before the hon. member could get
into it; if it is a private brawl,
the Irishmen are generally there. It
is unfortunate that it should be so,
but it is a charaeteristic of some people.
It is equally unfortunate that somec people
who sit on juries display bias at times. I
subseribe to the Bill heeause T believe it is
woman’s right that she should he allowed
to perform equally with males the duties
involved. The hon. member should go fur-
ther and seek to secure the equality of the
sexes. That would reeeive my support. We
know there are limitations to that principle,
although we need not diseuss them now. I
cannot agree to the Bill being passed in its
present form, because I take exeeption to
two principles involved, 1 do not belicve
property should play any part in the quali-
fications that a woman or a man should
possess to have the right to sit on juries.
That duty should be made obligatory upon
women subject to exemption in respect of
the considerations I have already indicated.
I support the second reading, but will do
what I ean in Committee to mould the Bill
more in aceord with my own ideas.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER ({Subiaco—
in reply) [9.30]: I have very little to reply
to. As a matter of fact, my reply has
already been made by voarious hon, mem-
bers. I am not referring to what the Min-
ister for Lands said. I love his old-
fashioned sentiments. I, too, feel that the
greatest honour a woman can have is to be
a happy wife and the mother of children,
and to live in a decent and comfortable home.
The reason many women are not as happy
as they should be in homes is because homes
are not comfortable; and, as the member for
East Perth (3r. Hughes) remarked, it is
difficult to-day to find the wherewithal to
clothe and feed children. That is perhaps
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what has hrought woman out. The economic
position has forced her out; it is not beeause
she fails to appreciate being a wife and a
mother. The Minister for Lands has great
justification for what he said. I do not
agree with his remark that a politieal man
does not want a politieal wife sitting at the
table with him, because I find that nearly
all male politicians are dependent upon
their wives. I am at a great disadvantage
in that T am a woman and have not a woman
to do my political work for me. I have to
do both the man’s and the woman’s jobs.
Mr. Sleeman: You should get a husband.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: While the
Minister was speaking, I was reminded of
a story. It is rather against women, but
you, Mr. Speaker, know I am hroadminded,
A man married a woman—I want to put it
nicely—who tried to make herself look as
beauntiful as possible. After marviage, she
no longer used powder and lipstick at the
table. The husband had said he objected to
paint and lipstick, in fact, to everything that
she did. Affer they were married for some
time, however, he told her to do it again.
He was so alive to the beautifying effects of
powder and lipstick that he was glad when
she used them again. ¥ am sarve that if the
Minister for Lands did not have some woman
to help him in his politieal career, he would
be glad to find one. I do not wish to speak
to any of the remarks made on the Bill, ex-
cept to those made by the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall). He has somewhat
misunderstood the Bill. The Bill gives
exactly the same privileges to women as to
men, with the exception that a woman musi
make application if she wishes to be placed
on the jury list. When one considers the
disabilitics under which so many women
work, that is a reasonable request, With re-
eard to the qualifications required of a male
juror, if it is desired to alter these, another
amendment to the Act will be required, and
the member for Murchisen could easily bring
it forward. I feel that, in its present form,
the Bill will pass another place. I therefore
ask members to be kind enough to pass the
Bill as it stands. I am sure that the march
of progress which we have spoken ahout will
Lave o hetter chanee in another place if the
Bill remains unaltered. T wish to mention
one other matter. The Minister for Lands
referred to a noted man, Hitler, who sent the
women of his nation back to the kitchen.
Australian women and Australian men have
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no wish to emulaile Hitler. Australian women
feel no pride in the fact that Hitler told the
women of Germany to go back to the kitechen.
Noevertheless, he provided the kitchen. He
also provided milk and food and elothes for
children.

Mr. Cross: Hitler is a bachelor.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: We do not
want Hitlers in Australia, and I am rather
sorry the Minister for Lands mentioned him.
I feel sure that members present will support
the Bill, whieh I leave to their just considera-
tion,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sccond time.

In Commitiee,
Mr. Sampson in the Chair; Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 5 of the
principal Act:

Mr. MARSHALL: My chief objection to
the Bill is this clause. I have no desire to
Juopardise the passage of the Bill, put I
strongly opposed a similar elause in another
Bill some years ago. Wealihy people should
net be given preeedence over others. 1T
move—

That the following words be struek out:—
““whe has the property qualification required
of a mile juror under the preceding subsec-
tien and who not'fies in writing addressed to
the Resident or Police Magistrate of the dis-
triet in which she resides that she desires to
serve ag a juror,’’

Mr. RAPHAEL: The amendment goes {oo
far. It would be sufficient if only these
words were cut out, “who has the property
qualifieation required of a male juror under
the preceding subsection” If we cut out
all the words suggested in the amendment,
it will be taken as the will of Parliament
that every woman should be called upon to
gerve on a jury.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I {rust the Committee
will not alter the amendment. It would be
an indignity to ask a woman the reason for
not wanting to serve on a jury, and some
people may argue that if the property quali-
fication were cut out for women jurors, that
would have the effect of placing women
ahead of men. Whilst we are on the job,
I trust we will do that joh well.

Hon. X. KEENAN: There are two objec-
tions taken to the Bill by the memher for.



818

Murchison, and these two objeetions are em-
bodied in the amendment te strike outb the
words quoted by him. With regard to the
qualifieation, it would be an anomaly to
have women standing on an entirely differ-
ent basis From that embodied in the present
Aect.  This is an amending Bill, and if it
passes it will be an amending Act, and the
principal Aet will remain, The principal
Act has been before this House on many
occasions and recently on two oceasions
when Labhour Governments were in power.
Perhaps it was not then thought nceessary
to alter the position. As the member for
Subiaco has painted out, it is not her desire
that the Bill shonld be loaded from too many
aspects on which there might be a divergence
of opimon. The member for Murchison asks
for the right for a woman to serve, and then
being charged with the duty she must serve,
or be liable to a penalty if she docs not
scrve.  ‘The member for Fremantle de-
sires that a woman should he on a jury
and that she should also have the right to
leave herself off. During a debate in the
Queensland Parliament in 1923, when Mr.
Theodore brought down a similar measure,
that very point was discussed, and it was
held that it would be far more convenient
to give the woman the right to claim, and
when she elaimed make her liable under a
penalty, to serve.

‘Mr, SLEEMAN : It would be an indignity
on the woman to say to her, “If you want
to serve on a jury, you must write and ask.”
All should be treated in the same way. I
believe in what the Minister for Justice has
said, that if it is left to the woman to write
in to ask for permission fo sit on a jury
not many will do s¢, beeause a lot of them
will look upon it as an indignity: but if it
is adopted as a right, we will have guite a
farge number of women cligible to sit on
juries. '

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
member for Subiaeo has posed as a c¢ham-
pion of women’s rights and is demanding a
certain degree of equalily in connection with
the right of women to serve on juries. Why
should she imposc upon them the necessily
for making an application to serve on
juries? Why not extend to them the right
and the denial of that right if they dosire
it? That would be a reasonahle proposition
to put forward by any champion of women’s

-rights. It is making an invidious distinetion
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to say that women should have to muk:
application, that in order to sceure that
right, they must apply. A male juror’s
qualification to-day is that he must be pos-
sessed of £350 worth of frechold or £150 of
personal estate before he is entitled to serve
on a jury. That exclndes hundreds of male
jurors from the ohligation to serve, and the
opportunity to serve if they desire to do so.
There is a mnch stronger case for the exense
of qualification in respect of women serving
on juries than there is in the case of men:
it is stronger because, generally speaking.
property is held by the male memher of the
family. In nearly every ease the louse in
which the wamily lives is in the name of the
hushand.

Member: No, it is not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: A
much greater pereentage of women in
Western Australia have no property of any
deseription in their name.

Mr. WATTS: This invidious distinetion
to which the Minister has referred has oper-
ated in Queensland for the last 15 years,
during eight of which a Government of the
same politieal complexion as that {e which
the Minister helongs has heen in offiee. I
would willingly agree to the property quali-
fication being exeluded from the Bill but I
ean see no point in enrolling every woman as
a juror and then asking them to write to the
court requesting that their names be removed
from the roll, if they did not wish to serve.
As the Minister suggested by interjection
such a provision would merely mean the
amassing of work for the officer concerned
in the matter. Tt is admitted that a large
seckion of women will not desire to serve as
jurors and if their names are ineluded in the
list they will make application for their re-
moval. As a commencement of this march
of progress about which we have heard so
much we should allow those that really want
fo sit on juries to enrol. Having thus found
out how many desire the privilege we should
then have some idea whether the mareh of
progress i1s as great as has been indicated.
I hope the member for Murchison will be
prepared to move his amendment in iwo
sections. I hope that he will first denal with
the proposal to strike out the words refer-
ring to property qualifications and then
bring the other part of the amcndment he-
fore the Commitiec,

AMr. MeDONALD : The suggestion of the
member for Katanning is a good one. It

[
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does not matter onc iota to say that the
member for Subiaco is posing as the cham-
pion of the rights of women. There is no
more point in saying that than in saving
that the Theodore Government of Queens-
land, which introdueed a similar Bill
in that State in 1923 posed as the
champion of the rights of women in
Queensland. 1t is not a matter of heing
a champion, but of dispensing enqual
justiee as hetween men and women. It is
a question of doing something that is a
natural conscquence of the Bill passed in
this House in 1921 to remove the disqualifi-
cation of women from holding publie office.
Let us suppose that, say, a fourth of the
total number of women in the State that will
be cligible under the Bill to serve on juries,
desired and were able to do so. TIf seems
far more sensible that they should write in
and express that desive than that the other
three-fourths should be put to the bother of
writing in to say that they do not wish ta he
enrolled. These latter women would algo
run the risk—through fatling to write in and
through being unable as a result of commit-
menis or obiigaiions to attend the court r>
serve on the jury—of being rendered liable
to a penalty. A certain humber of people
is summoned to scrve on a jury panel and it
is n serions matter if jurors do not attend.
The Minister for Justice: Privileges ean-
not be obtained without responsibilities.
Mr. MceDONALD: To prevent such
women from falling into what we might
term legal traps, it is better to leave the Bill
as it is rather than to ndopt the amendment.
The MINISTER TFOR JUSTICE: It
seems that the member for West Perth is in
favour of granting privileges without the re-
cipients heing required to undertake respon-
sibilities. If a woman does not supply the
information that she does not wish to serve
on a jury, her name will be amongst those
from whom a jury pancl will be comprised.
She will be notified of the fact that she is a
member of that jury pancl and as she has
been given the privilege of serving on a jury
and has failed to notify that she is not de-
sirous of so doing, she must accept the at-
tendant responsibility of the privilege ex-
tended to her. Male jurors often find that
they have commitments and that to serve on
a jury is very inconvenient.
My. Patrick: They arc noi given the tight
of refusal such as is suggested for women.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No, of
contse not. It is the soft-heartedness of the
male that gives women the right to refuse.
Although male jurors find that to meet their
responsibilities on a jury panel seriously in-
conveniences them, they have to face these
responsibilities just the same and I see no
reason why, if this privilege is extended to
women, they should not faee the attendant
responsibility as well.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: T have a cer-
tain sympathy with the Minister’s ideas, but
I want to tell him that there will never he
complete equality hetween the sexes, becanse
men eannot have babies.

The Minister for Justice: But they can be
sick in hospital.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The difficulty
remains that we want this country populated
and if the Minister says women must have
equal responsibilities with men, then I say
that Nature must be persuaded to make men
hatve children as well as women.

Mr. Raphael: Why not introduce a Bill
to that cffeet?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Minister
made an iilogical statement; I do not think
he meant what he said. He is probahly trying
to langh at me or, as the saying is, “to pull
my leg.” There is a difference between ask-
ing women to apply for inclusion on a jury
and compelling enrolment. In England a
woman is regarded as eligible if she has a
property cqualification, and if she desires
exemption she must ask for it. The result is
that many women ask for exemption and
have to write for it. It is often necessary for
them to go to a doctor to obtain a certificate
50 as to secure the required exemption. Tt
is all very difficult.  Australia is sparsely
populated and eountry women live at great
distances from the citv. Tt would be almost
impossible for some of them to know they
were on the jury list, if the amendment were
passed, and when they received their notifica-
tion to say they had to serve on o panel, those
poor women would not know what to do.
They could not pay any fine beenuse as mem-
bers on my right have often told us, people
in the country have not much money. They
have not even sufficient to pay for a stamp
to send a letter asking for exemption. I
appeal to members opposite not to spoil the
Bill, which has been well thought ount. If
the member for Murchison persists in his
amendment regarding the property qualifi-
cation, and suceeeds in seeuring it, the resalt
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will be that the Bill will be thrown out in
another place. I am sure that he desires to
make some improvement. Let us get this
measure through and I will support him if
he later moves the amendment to the Act
that he desires.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is most remarkable
to cobserve the perpetnal somersaunlting in-
dulged in by members immediately one seeks
to assist them to give effect to the
desives they have expressed for a con-
siderae time. ‘The hon. member says
she wants equality. The Bill by means
of which she desives to cffect that cqual-
ity, is based upon the ideas of 1898,
The member for Subiaco is quite willing to
take the modern girl back to that period.
As soon as ever an atfempt is made to
achieve equality of sexes, objections are
raised. The member for Subiaco says that
if my amendment is carried, every woman
will be obliged {o serve on jurics. The
hon, member says that is not practicable,
because women become mothers. I think
it is practicable. Does the woman who
writes asking to be exempt from jury ser-
vice know whether she will become a
mother or not? If we are to give women
the equality that we hear so much about,
why not put them on the same plane as
men? The hon. member said women would
not know they were obliged to serve on
juries. Beecause of the over-legislation in
Anustralia, many men as well as women do
not know of various legal obligations until
the law takes hold of them. However, s0
that other members may move amendments
they have in mind, T ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. SLEEMAN: To test the feeling of
the Committee, I move an amendment—

That in the proposed subsection the follow-
ing words be struck out:—"*who has the
property qualification required of a male
Juror under the preceding subscetion.’’

The amendment deals only with the pro-
perty qualification. I hope it will be ear-
ried. I do not believe in a property quali-
fication in any case, and especially not as
regards women, on whom it hears more
hardly than on the average man. Very few
wives of workers in Western Australia have
banking aceounts. Every woman should be
granted the privilege of sitting as a juror.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.23 p.m.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY, PARKESTON-
KALGOORLIE.

Commonwealtl’s Offer to Construct.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, To obviate retrucking of stoek and
minimise risk of infeetion, and also to pre-
vent additional eost, has the Commonwealth
Commissioner of Railways offered to con-
struct 2 4fi. 8lin. gauge railway from
Parkeston to a point close to the Govern-
ment Abattoirs, Ialgoorlie? 2, If so, has
this sensible offer been accepted? 3, If not,
why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2 and 3, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of
absenee for six consceutive sitfings granted
to Flon. C. B. Williams (South} on the
ground of ill-lealth.

RESOLUTION—YAMPI SOUND IRON
ORE DEFOSITS,

Commonwealth Embargo.

Debate reswmed from the previous day on
motion by the Chief Secrctary to concur in
the Assembly’s resolntion as follows :—

That this Parlinment of Western Australia
emphatically protests against the cmbargo
placed by the Commonwealth Government on
the export of iron ore from Australia, in view
of its disastrous effects vpon the development
of the State. We consider that the informa-
tion available does not warrant such drastie
action, and we urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to remove the embargo.



